by DAVE SEWELL 


HEALTH WORKERS have slammed moves 
to make them check foreign patients’ IDs as 
racist and dangerous. 

NHS boss Simon Stevens revealed in the 
Daily Mail newspaper this week that his “NHS 
blueprint” will make GPs check European Union 
(EU) citizens’ documents. 

It will also push through £1 billion of cuts. 

East London GP Jackie Applebee-Turner told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s racist, and it will put bar- 
riers in the way of people registering with GPs. 

“People who have problems with their immi- 
gration status will worry that if they come to the 
doctor it could get them deported. 

“That could lead to people getting seriously ill. 
Britain has one of the worst rates for diagnosing 
cancer. 

“This will make that worse. And public health 
generally will suffer.” 

Health secretary Jeremy Hunt has already 


EAST LONDON GP Jackie Applebee-Turner 


LAME TORIES NOT MIGRANT 


NHS WORKERS SAY... 


SICK I.D. 
CHECKS 
MUST GO 


announced plans to change the law to roll out 
everywhere the passport checks being piloted 
at some hospitals. 

Tories and bosses claim that discriminatory 
ID checks are necessary to protect the NHS from 
“health tourism”. But Jackie explained that they 
only damage the NHS. 

“The NHS needs migrant workers—it would 
fall apart without them. 

“But over half of doctors from EU countries 
say they are thinking of leaving because of fears 
about their immigration status. 

“This will only make them feel more inse- 
cure. 

“The checks will increase bureaucracy for 
GPs who are so overworked that 84 percent 
already say they can’t provide safe care. 

“NHS care has always been free at the 
point of delivery to everyone on this soil. 

“Once the procedure is in place to 
make people pay, eventually it will 

>>continued on page 3 


UNITE 


The battle for 
Britain’s biggest 
trade union 


VOTING IN the Unite 
union’s general secretary 
election is underway. 

We look at the politics that 
lie behind the battle to lead 
Britain’s biggest trade union. 

And we say rank and file 
socialist activist Ian Allinson is 
the candidate to back against 
warring bureaucrats Len 
McCluskey and Gerard Coyne. 


FOOD CRISIS 


How war and 
imperialism 
create famine 


FAMINE threatens 
20 million people, including 
1.4 million children, in 
South Sudan, Somalia, 
Yemen and parts of Nigeria. 
It’s a product of a system 
where access to food can 
be a weapon, and where 
millions can die for the 
profits and power of the 
ruling class. 


sy 
EDUCATION 


Backlash builds 
against school 
budget cuts 


THE TORIES’ so-called fair 
funding formula will see 
England’s schools losing 
£3 billion a year by 
2020—if it goes ahead. 
But resistance is growing. 
Meetings are taking place 
across Britian, and the 
campaign is growng. 
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the THOUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘| have about 
16,000 followers, 
all of whom hate 


me 


Tory MP for Shipley Philip 
Davies, best known for talking 
for almost an hour and a half 
to try and stop legislation 
against domestic violence, 
understands social media 


‘It’s not 
somebody’s fault 
to be born into a 
grand family’ 


Princess Josephine zu 
Loewenstein-Wertheim- 
Freudenberg says snobbery 
works both ways 


‘The picture is of 
Boris trying to 
get out of avery 
tight seating area 
against the wall in 
the restaurant’ 


Spokesperson explains reports 
of David Cameron and Boris 
Jonson standing on chairs 

and dancing in a New York 
restaurant 


‘Wills cheats 
death: Prince’s 
helicopter 

horror as a lethal 
drone comes 
within HALF A 
SECOND of his air 
ambulance’ 


The Daily Mail newspaper 
breathlessly reports how 
Prince William avoided dying 
in a helicopter that didn’t 
crash and he wasn’t in fact on 


Ukip bigots fall out in latest 
episode of racist soap opera 


THE RACIST Ukip party 
has no MPs following 
last week’s resignation of 
Douglas Carswell. It’s the 
latest instalment in the 
ongoing saga that is Ukip. 

The crisis follows months 
of public rows. Former leader 
Nigel Farage isn’t too keen 
on Carswell, a Tory defector, 
because he isn’t nasty enough 
about migrants. 

But Farage claimed that 
having no MPs isn’t a prob- 
lem and soothed himself with 
the Tories’ woes over Brexit. 

Or as he put it, “Winning a 
war is very, very important, 
but you also have to win the 
peace. 

“The peace is far from won. 
Already I can see concessions 
being made over fishing.” 

Current leader Paul Nuttall 
isn’t bothered by Carswell’s 
departure either. He sniffed 
that Ukip had not benefitted 


WANNA BUY a watch Carswell? 


“financially or organisation- 
ally’ from having Carswell as 
an MP. 

“His departure will make 
no difference,” Nuttall said. 
And on the positive side, 
it shows how successful 
Nuttall’s promise to “forge 
unity” in the party has been. 


DAVID CAMERON is accused of a 

cover-up over failed plans to regulate 
the Uber car hire firm. Together with 
George Osborne they got aides to lobby 
then London Tory mayor Boris Johnson 


against curbs on the taxi giant. Rachel 

Whetstone, a senior vice-president at 

Uber, is a friend of Cameron and Osborne. 
And Blackstone, which gave Osborne 

a nice job, owns rather a lot of Uber. 


The killer weapon's 
name is a big secret 


DEFENCE secretary 

Sir Michael Fallon has 

stepped in to ensure 

that the reason Britain’s 

Predator drone has been 

renamed as “Protector 

drone” remains a secret. 
Fallon announced a 

£100 million contract with 

US arms firm General 

Atomics in December to 

launch a fleet of killer 

drones with the nice 

name of “Protector”. 
This was odd given 

that back in July General 

Atomics had 

announced 

at the 

Farnborough 

International 

Airshow 

that it was 

supplying the 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


RAF with a version of its 
“Predator B” drones. 

So when did Predators 
become Protectors? 

The MOD ruled that 
revealing the rebranding 
secrets would “prejudice 
the effective conduct 
of public affairs”, and 
claimed that to “release 
this information... 
would be counter to 
the public interest”. 

To use this excuse of 
secrecy, the Freedom of 
Information rules say the 

ministry needs 
the say-so of 
a “qualified 
person”. 

In this case, 
the defence 
minister 
Michael Fallon. 
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All the same, Farage 
vowed to write to every voter 
in Clacton to see if 20 percent 
would back a by-election. 

He had hoped that major 
donor—although apparently 
not currently a member— 
Arron Banks could challenge 
Carswell for the seat. But 


Banks is becoming a prob- 
lem too. 

He gave £1 million to Ukip 
in the run-up to the 2015 
general election. 

He has now sent Ukip an 
invoice demanding £200,000 
for services he gave the party 
for free and said he wants to 
set up a new movement. 

Carswell claimed he 
was leaving Ukip because, 
with the vote to leave the 
European Union, “we won”. 
It’s a funny kind of winning. 

Ukip faces bankruptcy— 
and Carswell’s departure 
means it will lose up to 
£217,000 a year more. 

This “short money” is 
available to opposition par- 
ties with at least two MPs 
or one MP and more than 
150,000 votes at the last gen- 
eral election. 

Ukip now meets neither 
criteria. 


AWE Management Ltd (see 
Orace 19) has acquired two more 
safety improvement notices from 
the Office for Nuclear Regulation. 

The ONR found alarming evi- 

dence of “a disproportionate 
emphasis on reducing the burden 
of health and safety on the busi- 
ness”—reassuring, especially for 
those minding nuclear weapons. 


Suffragettes in the 
Conservative club 


A TORY social club must 

pay out £35,000 after 

sexists allegedly branded 

women members a 

“witch” and a “cow”— 

and prevented them 

joining the committee. 
Three women were 

awarded £3,000 

damages after a legal 

challenge against the 

Blackpool Tory club. 
One committee man 

said women would never 

serve on the committee 

“as long as 

he had a hole 

in his arse”. 

Irene James, 

said, “Before 

all of this we 

had to behave 

like Stepford 


Newsdesk 
020 7840 5656 
Circulation 


Wives. It’s fine if you toe 
the line but they don’t 
like it if you speak out. 
“They want you at 
home making food and 
behaving like women. 
“Some of the women 
who go in there are 
all downtrodden— 
we’re not like that. 
“Most members are 
not talking to us now. | 
won a raffle and someone 
shouted, ‘Haven’t you 
taken enough out of 
this club?’ 
“We are 
going against 
the grain 
and are the 
modern day 
suffragettes.” 


[Michael Fallon Fallon Irene James James 
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SEI1 9BW 


Racist wants to 
Peer at dodgy 


website 


UKIP hasn’t lost 
everything in 
Westminster—it still has 
the odious Lord Pearson. 

He has been 
campaigning 
unsuccessfully for access 
to a website blocked by 
Parliament because it 
propagates “hate” and 
“racism”. 

The former Ukip leader 
submitted a written 
question on 14 March to 
ask how the Parliamentary 
Digital Service 
catergorises websites. 

He asked, “Why there 
are no plans to unblock 
the ‘Religion of Peace’ 
website.” 

The anonymously-run 
site states that it was 
established to “explain 
the threat that Islam truly 
poses to human dignity 
and freedom”. 


ALLIN IT 


TOGETHER 


£9010 


handed to private 

firms out of the newest 

spending on the NHS. 
hat’s more than half the 

total spent 


£17.6m 


made by consultants to 
work out how to close or 
downgrade hospitals 


Coke copper 
fills his boots 


A CROOKED police 
inspector found with 
£750,000 of seized drugs 
at his home has been 
jailed for 26 years. The 
same amount of time he 
was a Cop. 

Keith Boots was 
responsible for destroying 
confiscated drugs but 
instead gave them to his 
son to put back on the 
streets. 

He was spotted taking 
cocaine from a store and 
when officers raided his 
home in 2014 they found 
the fireplace, washing 
machine and fridge stuffed 
with heroin, cannabis, 
ecstasy and crack cocaine. 

Boots was convicted of 
theft of drugs, possession 
with intent to supply and 
conspiring to pervert 
justice. 
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Snoopers demand more 
monitoring—May agrees 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


TORY HOME secretary Amber 
Rudd is on the warpath following 
Khalid Masood’s attack on 
parliament last week which left 
five people dead. 

Rudd wants to give police 
the power to access encrypted 
messaging apps like Whatsapp and 
Signal. 

She was set to meet with 
technology firm bosses to discuss 
this on Thursday. 

Former Met police commissioner 
Ian Blair made the same demand 
last Saturday and prime minister 
Theresa May echoed the call on 
Monday. 

A section of the British 
establishment has decided it wants 
to use last Wednesday’s attack to 
gain greater powers to monitor 
online activity. 

It’s common for the state to push 
for greater powers for cops and 
security forces after terrorist attacks 
(see column, right). 

But there is a wider racist 
context in how the state responds 
to different attacks. 

There were no calls for a 
crackdown after fascist Thomas 
Mair murdered MP Jo Cox last year. 


Ban 

The two main ways around 
encryption are to hack people’s 
phones—as Wikileaks revealed this 
month, the CIA can—or to ban end- 
to-end encryption altogether. 

If technology firms engineered a 
way around the encryption then it 
opens the door to every hacker, not 
just those employed by the state. 

But attacks on privacy will be 
used disproportionately against 
Muslims, trade unionists and 
the left. 

Similarly, attacks on civil liberties 
were used in the 1970s against Irish 


A new Socialist Worker 
pamphlet by Dave Sewell 
and Charlie Kimber 


To get your copy ask your 
Socialist Worker seller, call 
020 7840 5600 or email 
nathanp@swp.org.uk 


ARMED COPS in Bradford last week 


Sick ID checks must go, say NHS staff 


>>continued from page 1 


be used on everyone.” 

The government’s 
clampdown has 
provoked a backlash 
from furious health 
workers. 

Many have passed 
motions in their union 
branches condemning 
passport checks and 
pledging to defend 
workers who refuse to 
implement them. 

NHS workers in Bristol are 
holding a Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) meeting this week to 
organise a fightback after three 


health union branches in the area 


passed the motion. 


NHS WORKERS Say. 
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Mental health 
worker and Unison 
union member 
Dave Weltman told 
Socialist Worker, 


KID. : 
CHECKS <5 iiomiecny 


Hunt distract 
from the cuts the 
government is 
making. 


Suspicion 
“They undermine 
confidentiality and trust, and they 
create a culture of suspicion. 

“We’ve committed to supporting 
any member who refuses to act as a 
border guard. 

“That’s powerful, but so far it’s 


people in the wake of bombings by 
the IRA. 

The Islamophobic Prevent 
strategy is set to have its scope 
increased dramatically as part of 
the government’s Contest counter- 
terrorism strategy. 

And May said last year that 
Prevent should be “strengthened, 
not undermined”. 

Prevent and the mechanism 
which deems whether individuals 
are vulnerable to extremism, 
Channel, disproportionately target 
Muslims. 


Lone 
Yet a report last year warned that the 
threat from right wing extremists is 
being ignored. It identified 124 “lone 
actors” in Europe across a 15-year 
period. 

Some 33 percent were right wing 
extremists, while 38 percent were 
“religiously motivated”. 

The “softer” racism of May gives 
oxygen to hard racists. 

“The point is that we do have 
radicalisation going on inside our 
country,” said Ukip’s Nigel Farage. 

“Some of it is going on in state- 
run schools and state-run prisons, 
and that is something I think we 
really could deal with.” 

And in the wake of these come 
the fascists. Both Britain First and 
the EDL have called marches on 
Saturday. 

Unite Against Fascism has called 
a counter-protest on Saturday to 
stop the fascists trying to capitalise 
on the Tories’ attempts to ramp up 
racism. 


Don’t let the racists divide us—no to 
fascist Britain First! Join the protest 
Sat 1 Apr, 12 noon, Trafalgar Square, 
central London 


WS) What's your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


symbolic, and unions need to work 
out what to do practically.” 

Hospital worker and Unite union 
member Gwyneth Powell-Davies 
added, “I was so angry when the 
proposals first came out. 

“I thought, this is one thing we’ve 
got to do something about. When 
I took the motion to the union 
meeting everyone supported it. 

“Since then I’ve had members 
come and ask what’s happening 
with it next.” 

Tory prime minister Theresa 
May’s divided and unpopular 
government is using racism and 
nationalism to maintain its support. 

At the same time the Tories are 
trashing the NHS. 

They must be stopped. 


REPRESSION 


More cop 
powers will 
not help 


THE BRITISH state has 
always pushed for more 
repressive powers following 
terrorist attacks. 

A week after the London 
bombings on 7 July 2005 
it said “armed police 
officers could be given more 
aggressive shoot to kill orders, 
telling them to fire at the 
heads of suicide bombers”. 

Seven days after that 
armed police fired seven 
bullets into the head of an 
innocent man, Jean Charles 
de Menezes, killing him at a 
tube station in south London. 

Giving cops more powers 
will lead to more racist 
scapegoating and political 
harassment. 


Search 

The stop and search of black 
people under “anti-terror” 
laws rose by 322 percent 
after the 2005 attacks. 

For Asian people it rose by 
277 percent. 

Since 2001 the state’s 
ability to lock people up 
without trial has increased. 

After the 1974 Birmingham 
pub bombing a new terror 
law effectively made all Irish 
people suspects. By 1993 
some 7,000 people had been 
rounded up—a majority were 
released without charge. 

One of the people detained 
under the act said at the 
time, “It’s quite obvious 
that what the authorities 
are using the thing for is to 
simply to keep an eye on 
political opponents.” 

Increasing police powers 
does not prevent terrorist 
attacks. It fuels racism—and 
gives the state more power to 
harass, spy on and brutalise 
ordinary people. 
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Cops raid Birmingham homes 
as Tories scapegoat Muslims 


by NICK CLARK 


COPS AND newspapers 
alike have targeted areas of 
Birmingham in the wake of the 
Westminster terror attack last 
Wednesday. Attacker Khalid 
Masood had been living in 
Birmingham. 

Armed police raided several 
houses and flats in Birmingham, 
east London, Manchester, 
Brighton, and Carmarthenshire in 
Wales. 

Meanwhile much of the press 
speculated about “Britain’s 
terror hotspots”, and asked why 
Birmingham was “such a breeding 
ground for British-born terror”. 

Police had arrested 12 people 
as Socialist Worker went to press, 
although most were released 
without charge. Two men from 
Birmingham were still in police 
custody and a woman from 
Manchester was on bail. 

As raids in Birmingham contin- 
ued, “respectable” news sources 
such as the Daily Telegraph news- 
paper and Independent website 
focused on “the city’s extremist 
links”. 

The Daily Mail newspaper even 
described Birmingham as the 
“Jihadi capital of Britain”. 

The Telegraph described “mount- 
ing concern over what has been 
seen as increasing isolation between 
Muslims and other communities”. 

“This has provided a fertile 
ground for hate preachers and 
those seeking to radicalise the 
young and disenchanted,” it said. 


Targeted 

But Muslims in Birmingham have 
hit back at attempts to paint them 
as part of a segregated community. 

Razwan Faraz was a deputy 
head teacher at one of the schools 
targeted by the false “Trojan 
Horse” claims in 2014. 

He told Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
lived in Birmingham my entire 
life except for the last three years. 
Birmingham is a very diverse 


The Henry Jackson Society’s 
Douglas Murray led the smears 


BACK STORY 


The attack on Westminster on 
Wednesday of last week has 
prompted speculation about 
“Britain’s terror hotspots” 
@Despite preaching “unity”, 
politicians have sought to pin 
blame for the attack on Muslims 


@Newspapers have been 
backing the rhetoric up by 
quoting the Henry Jackson 
society study which says that 
Muslims are “isolated” 


@Cops have raided houses 
across Britain. Twelve people 
had been arrested and most of 
them released by Monday 


community. It’s nothing like what 
the press are saying about it. 

“At schools and clubs my children 
have met Sikhs, Jews, Christians, 
atheists. People here have got a lot 
more things that they share than 
things that divide them.” 

And at a vigil in Birmingham on 
Saturday, Birmingham campaigner 
Salma Yaqoob said, “Birmingham 
has been portrayed as the jihadi 
capital of Britain. Today it’s all 
about getting it across that it is not 
the case.” 


Smears 

Most of the smears were based on 
a report published by the neo-con- 
servative Henry Jackson Society 
earlier this month. 

The Henry Jackson Society is 
deeply Islamophobic. Its website 
currently links to an opinion piece 
by its associate director Douglas 
Murray blaming Islam and immi- 
gration for terrorist attacks. 

The report alleges that 
Birmingham is home to the 
second-highest number of convic- 
tions for terror-related offences 
between 1998 and 2015. 

That’s 39 people over 17 years 
from a city with a Muslim popula- 
tion of 234,411. 

The same report says that those 
convicted were more likely to have 
lived in areas with a Muslim popula- 
tion of 20 percent or more. 

At the report’s launch event in 
parliament earlier this month, its 
author Hannah Stuart said this 
showed there could be “problems 
in isolated communities”. 

Such claims are really about 
painting Muslims as a suspect com- 
munity, where “extremists” hide 
among a majority of “moderates”. 

This helps to justify government 
programmes such as Prevent, which 
are about spying on and monitoring 
Muslims. 


On other pages... 
Ly Hundreds die in US bomb attack 
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COPS IN Birmingham were given free rein to raid people’s houses after Wednesday’s attack 


No to unity with the bosses and racists 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


THERE HAS been much talk of 
“unity” after the attacks last 
week. When anti-racists talk 
about unity they mean that we 
should fight to prevent Muslims 
or migrants becoming the targets 
of a witch hunt. 

We’re saying that we stand 
together and if anyone comes for 
our sisters and brothers then we 
will defend them as one. 

It was very important that 
Stand Up To Racism and Muslim 
Engagement and Development 
called vigils last week at 
which people could show their 
abhorrence for scapegoating and 
deepening racism. 

But the idea of “unity” can 
also be grabbed by our rulers. 

They want to impose a 
class truce on us, while they 
continue to attack migrants, 
Muslims and the working 
class as a whole. 

Home secretary Amber 
Rudd spoke at a vigil, called 


by London mayor Sadiq Khan, for 
the victims of the Westminster 
attack. She claimed the events 
had “reminded us how we are all 
so connected”. 

But Rudd and the Tories don’t 
believe that at all. Remember 
that Rudd wanted to make 
companies post up names of their 
foreign workers—presumably so 
that these workers could be the 
objects of resentment and the 
firms who hired them could be 
pressured to get rid of them. 

She fronted up the decision to 
stop any more unaccompanied 
child refugees coming to Britain. 

Rudd wants to grab more 
powers to spy and censor, and to 
have a more tooled-up police that 


will be used against us all. 

Theresa May talks about 
shared values—while she savages 
the NHS and pushes through cuts 
that wreck lives and push some 
people to suicide. 

The terrible events last week 
should not make us let up for 
a second in our battles against 
the Tories, nor hold us back for 
a moment from our criticism of 
their hypocrisy. 

On the same day as the 
Westminster attack a report 
showed that the average annual 
pay for chief executives in 
Britain’s top 100 companies, at 
£5.3 million a year, is 386 times 
that of a worker earning the 
National Living Wage. 

It is 312 times more 
than a care worker’s, 
and 165 times more than 
a nurse’s. 

We are for anti-racist 
unity, but the Tories’ 
version of unity is a 
sham to cover up the 
reality of a divided 


Amber Rudd wants unity in place of resistance society. 


IN BRIEF 


‘Today some lives seem 
more valued than others’ 


We Are Bradford 
activist Ashiq 
Hussain speaks 
out against 
Islamophobia 
after the attack 


EXPERIENCE tells 
us that this will be 
a testing time for 
the community. The 
media is in a frenzy. 

Racists feel 
emboldened. The 
general public are 
fearful, uncertain or 
suspicious. 

Politicians will 
no doubt use it to 
try to pass policies 
that would have 
been considered 
unacceptable at any 
other time. 

Voices of reason 
will be shouted down 
by the mob. 

The entire Muslim 
community will be 
expected to apologise 
and condemn in tacit 
acceptance of blame 
for the actions of one 
man. 

We will start to 
see Muslims labelled 
as moderate or 
extremists. 

There will be lots 
of talk of “shared 
values of tolerance 
and free speech” 
while provoking 
rabid intolerance 


Ashiq Hussain 


and discussing how 
to curtail dissenting 
voices. 

The counter- 
extremism policies 
that were considered 
too extreme to pass 
only a few weeks 
ago may well now 
sail through without 
protest. 

Yet this is a brave 
community that has 
lived under draconian 
measures, a VICiOUS 
media onslaught, 
attacks on women 
and the elderly, and 
the demonisation of 
their faith for over 
fifteen years. 

Muslims state 
clearly that this 


action was a violation 
of the Shari’ah of 
Allah, and Islam 
views life as sacred. 

But people should 
also be educated 
that Muslims have 
become tired of 
hearing of the deaths 
of hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims 
in Burma, Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, 
Palestine, Pakistan, 
and Somalia. 

In today’s world 
some lives seem 
more valued than 
others. 

We ask the 
community to remain 
steadfast and speak 
the truth at all times. 


Corbyn concedes ground to 
Labour right over Prevent 


LABOUR Party 
leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has called 
for the government's 
Prevent strategy, 
which is used to spy 
on Muslims, to be 
broadened. 

He has also said it 
could sometimes be 
okay for armed police 
to “shoot to kill”. 

Corbyn made the 
remarks in an interview 
last Sunday during 
a discussion on the 
Westminster attack. 

Corbyn said 
shoot to kill could 
be acceptable ina 
“wholly defensive 
situation”. 

It appears to be 
a climbdown from 
his position in 2015, 
when he said he was 
“not happy with the 
shoot to kill policy in 
general. | think that is 


On the defensive—Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 


quite dangerous.” 

He later backed 
down after attacks by 
Labour right wingers. 

Corbyn also 
rightly said on 
Sunday that Prevent 
casts suspicion on 
Muslims. But instead 
of scrapping the 
draconian scheme, 
he said the answer 
is to “focus it on 


all communities”. 
Officially that’s 
already the case. 
Corbyn was 
trying to satisfy the 
right, which wants 
him to be much 
more supportive of 
the police’s right 
to kill people and 
spy on Muslims. 
These are dangerous 
concessions. 
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WHAT WE THINK 


IMPERIALIST WARS MAKE 
MORE TERROR INEVITABLE 


UCH OF the media 
was quick to declare 
Khalid Masood, who 
attacked people on 
Westminster bridge 
last Wednesday, an Islamist. The 
Daily Mail newspaper claimed, 
“The attack bore the hallmarks of 
Islamic State.” 

Since then there has been 
speculation about whether 
Masood was a disturbed individual 
not connected to a terrorist 
organisation. 

We don’t know for certain 
what motivated his attack. But we 
do know that the system we live 
in spawns terrorism. 

Western rulers wage imperialist 
wars to gain more influence and 
control. Their conflicts create 
immense suffering, poverty, 
instability and division—and deep 
anger. In these desperate situations, 
terrorist groups can gain influence. 

Our rulers claim their wars will 
reduce the threat of terrorism. In 
reality they increase it. 

The US-led war and occupation 
in Iraq in 2003 killed around 
one million Iraqis and displaced 
millions more. It led to a national 
liberation movement that united 
Shia and Sunni Muslims. 

The US and its allies 


encouraged sectarian tensions in 
order to split this movement and 
impose its control. 

Their tactics, and the counter- 
revolutions across the Middle East, 
created the reactionary group Isis. 

Our rulers decry terrorists for 
having “no respect for human life”. 
But they are happy to kill if it’s in 
their interests to do so—and they 
support terrorists if it suits them. 

The British occupation of 
Ireland led to armed resistance— 
and attacks on people in Britain. 
Yet the British state colluded with 
Loyalist paramilitaries in Northern 
Ireland to allow the murder of 
large numbers of Catholics. 

The Russian revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky said socialists have 


Terrorism plays 
into our rulers’ 
hands by making 
it easier for them 


to push repression 
SEES | 


“nothing in common” with our 
rulers over terrorism. 

He wrote that they “in 
response to any terrorist act, 
make solemn declarations about 
the ‘absolute value’ of human life. 

“These are the same people 
who, on other occasions, in the 
name of other absolute values, are 
ready to shove millions of people 
into the hell of war.’ 

For Trotsky, terrorism 
represented “acts of despair and 
vengeance” by people suffering in 
a brutal system. But Marxists are 
fighting a very different battle. 

Terrorism often plays into 
our rulers’ hands by making it 
easier for them to push through 
repression. And it weakens the 
idea of collective struggle. 

Terrorists target particular 
individuals or governments. 
Marxists want to rip up the entire 
system and replace it with one 
where working class people are 
in charge. 

Socialists defend the right of 
oppressed people to fight back. 

But it will take a collective 
struggle waged by the mass 
of working class people, not 
by individuals acting alone, to 
transform the society that breeds 
terror. 


DIVORCE THIS SYSTEM 


WO COURT rulings have 

trapped a woman in a 

“desperately unhappy” 
marriage after refusing to let her 
divorce her husband. 

A family court judge ruled last 
year that Tini Owens didn’t have 
the right to a divorce because her 
husband didn’t agree to it. 

Judge Robin Tolson told Owens 
that her reasons for wanting 
a divorce were an “exercise in 
scraping the barrel”. 

And at an appeal last week a 
judge said Owens’ marriage had 
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not broken down “in law”. 

Divorce law says a couple 
have to “prove” their marriage 
has broken down to be allowed 
a divorce. Or they have to have 
lived apart for two years—five if 
one side doesn’t agree. 

The case exposes how sexism 
is deeply rooted in a system that 
controls women’s bodies and 
lives. 

Ideas that women’s role in 
society is to take responsibility 
for caring seem increasingly old 
fashioned to ever more people. 


Jeremy Corbyn, 
Labour and the 
fight for socialism 
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But such reactionary ideas are still 
vital to capitalist society—as its 
laws show. 

A woman still does not have 
the automatic right to end a 
relationship—just as women still 
don’t have the automatic right to 
an abortion. 

In the 1917 Russian Revolution 
women won the right to a divorce 
on demand. 

It’s a damning indictment of our 
society that women in Britain still 
don’t have that right 100 years 
later. 


Resisting the 
racist backlash 


100 years since 
the Russian 
Revolution 


Fighting 
oppression 

Plus film 
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Will poll backfire 
Tories’ Turkish pal? 


A REPRESSIVE government is holding a biased 
referendum to increase its powers to silence opposition 
further—and the Tories are backing them all the way. 

Foreign secretary Boris Johnson flew to Turkey last 
weekend to boost trade and arms deals with its ruler Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan. 

He arrived just after a House of Commons committee had 
accused Erdogan of using an attempted coup last year to 
purge opponents and suppress human rights. None of this 
bothered Johnson. 

He lauded previous British arms sales to Turkey and was 
able to assure his hosts that Erdogan’s government continues 
to be “an essential counter-terrorism partner”. 

“And our close co-operation includes extensive British 
efforts to tackle the threat from the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) terrorism”, he added. 

Erdogan is a staunch opponent of workers’ rights and 
freedom for the Kurdish minority. But, from our rulers’ 
perspective, Turkey is a member of Nato and has generally 
supported Western interests in the region. 

It blocks hundreds of thousands of refugees and migrants 
from moving to Europe, in return for £2.5 billion in aid from 
the European Union (EU). 

Erdogan, who does have a real popular base among 
sections of people, unleashed terror against his opponents 
after a failed coup last July. 

He has ordered the sacking and jailing of huge swathes of 
people—many of whom did not back the coup. 

Amnesty International launched a campaign this week 
pointing out that Turkey jails more journalists than any other 
country. There were 160 media outlets closed in the last year 
and more than 120 journalists are in prison. 

More than 4,000 academics have been driven from their 
positions in the last nine months. 

Almost 400 were removed because they had signed 
a petition condemning the state’s militaristic policies in 
Kurdish areas and calling for a return to negotiations. 

The repression is worsening in the run-up to a crucial 
referendum scheduled for 16 April on a new constitution. 


Scrapped 

If there is a Yes vote it will clear the way for Erdogan’s 
one-man rule. The role of prime minister would be 
scrapped and the president would become the head of the 
government, as well as the head of state. The president 
would be able to appoint all ministers, prepare the budget, 
choose most senior judges and enact laws by decree. 

It would be a legal dictatorship. But Erdogan is not certain 
to win. The power grab is so extensive that forces he thought 
he could rely on are wary of the move. 

The far right MHP party, which supported Erdogan’s plans 
in parliament, has now split—with rival sides holding a mass 
brawl last weekend. 

Opinion polls are neck and neck. Most show a slight lead 
for No even though many people are wary of revealing their 
preference. 

Even large numbers of those who support Erdogan’s 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) say they might vote 
No. Turks who live in Europe have already started voting, 
with many indicating they have voted No. 

Fearing they might lose the vote, Erdogan’s supporters 
have unleashed a furious campaign to intimidate and 
demonise No voters. 

Dissident voices face the threat of jail and the media is 
virtually all pro-Yes. Breakfast TV presenter Irfan Degirmenci 
told his 1.6 million Twitter followers he would vote No. 
Little more than 24 hours later, he was sacked. 

But the No campaign has held up, prompting speculation 
that Erdogan could even call off the vote. 

Activists in Britain and across the world should back the 
forces fighting Erdogan and the No campaign. And our own 
government has blood on its hands for its shameful support 
for Erdogan and its ban here on the PKK. 

Last year the TUC congress passed a motion to “step up 
solidarity activities with all progressive forces in Turkey and 
in particular with the opposition trade union movement and 
Kurdish population”. It’s time to turn that into reality. 


For details of solidarity activities go to SPOT (Solidarity with the 
People of Turkey) on Facebook 


Durham teaching assistants 
seek ‘payback’ for pay cuts 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


A RALLY following a pro- 
test of 1,000 Durham 
teaching assistants (TAs) 
and their supporters last 
Saturday ended with a 
threat of “payback” to 
57 Labour councillors. 

The councillors had voted 
to attack the workers’ pay. 
Two Labour councillors 
stormed out with one shout- 
ing, “Who else are you going 
to vote for?” 

The Labour-run county 
council fears a backlash in 
elections over its attempt 
to sack and rehire 2,700 
TAs and slash their pay by 
23 percent. 

Local trade unionists on 
the march were joined by 
others from as far away as 
London. Unions present 
included Unison, NUT, RMT, 
Unite and ATL. 

This show of solidarity 
boosted TAs’ resolve to keep 
up the fight. 


Protests 

The TAs’ battle last year 
saw a Series of big protests. 
It forced Unison officials to 
concede a ballot for strikes, 
which led to four solid days 
of walkouts. 

On one strike day over 
half of the 2,000 TAs were 
actively involved in picketing, 
protesting and campaigning. 

Union officials haven’t 
led the fight—the County 
Durham Teaching Assistants 
Action Committee has been 
the real driving force. 

The resistance forced the 
council to suspend its threat 
to sack the TAs last November 
for fresh negotiations. 

But the strikes were also 
suspended, giving the council 
breathing space. The threat 
of pay cuts is still hanging 


over them. 

TA Amanda said, “We’ve 
been shafted by Durham 
County Council.” She said 
that TAs’ lives “are on 
hold” and have been for 
18 months”. 

Catherine was feeling 
“deflated and unmotivated 
because of the length of time 
it’s taken to sort this”. 

Council leader Simon 
Henig claimed this week that 
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DURHAM TAs march last Saturday (above) and council 


leader Simon Henig (left) 


a deal that would bring a 
“sea change” in attitudes was 
“extremely close”. 

His announcement was 
rightly viewed with suspicion. 

Sue said he was trying to 
“drag things out until after 
the elections”. She added, 
“We need to get out there and 
get back in the public eye.” 


Dispute 

Henig’s statement will feed 
the public perception that the 
dispute is over. 

But as Sue said, “When 
we are standing outside our 
schools (on picket lines)— 
that’s when people know it’s 
not sorted.” 

Amanda added, “I’d be out 
on strike on Monday, if they 
called it. We want the threat 
of the sack withdrawn, not 


New union restrictions test strikers 


THE LIMITS the Trade 
Union Act puts on strikes 
became clearer this week, 
but so did the resistance. 

Workers at the 
Picturehouse cinema chain 
were set to strike again 
this Friday from 5pm. 

But the workers’ union 
Bectu has given in to Trade 
Union Act restrictions. 

Hackney Picturehouse 
rep Fred told Socialist 
Worker, “They can only 
find one picket supervisor, 
who can only stay three 
hours at one site. 

“Only one workplace 
can be picketed partially.” 

But the union can 


Picturehouse strikers 


nominate any union 
member as supervisor. And 
they need only to be “able 
to attend at short notice”, 
not be there at all times. 

Meanwhile postal 
workers in Doncaster 
defied the laws—by 


walking out on strike 
without a ballot. 

Some 240 workers at a 
Royal Mail sorting centre 
walked out and protested 
at the gates against 
management bullying. 

It came after one 
worker was sacked over 
the phone. CWU union 
members say there has 
been a culture of bullying 
after privatisation. 

CWU branch secretary 
Steve West said, “We have 
walked out because of 
bullying tactics. 

“Morale is at an all 
time low. It has reached 
breaking point now.” 
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suspended. We only want 
what we signed up for, not 
to lose £5,000 a year.” 

The majority Unison union 
told TAs that if there was no 
“demonstrable progress” 
by Easter they would strike 
again. Amanda argued the 
union now has to “follow up” 
on this pledge and “get us out 
again”. 

TA Lisa told the rally, “We 
are not going away, they’re 
not going to defeat us. We’re 
going to win.” 

Calling walkouts as soon as 
possible can make that a real- 
ity. It can combine the TAs’ 
industrial strength with polit- 
ical pressure on councillors. 

Labour’s leaders must be 
pressured to tell Durham 
councillors to stop their 
attacks on low-paid workers. 


FIGURE IT OUT 
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Backlash builds against 
Tory school budget cuts 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


OVER 100 people joined an 
angry meeting in Lancaster on 
Monday, opposing Tory cuts to 
school funding. The Tories’ so- 
called fair funding formula will 
see England’s schools losing 
£3 billion a year by 2020—if it 
goes ahead. 

But resistance is growing. 

As Robert Kelsall from the NAHT 
head teachers’ union told the 
Lancaster meeting, “I have spoken 
to 3,000 governors and school lead- 
ers up and down the country who 
want to fight. 

“Unless we do it, no one is going 
to do it for us.” 

Everywhere parents are setting 
up anti-cuts groups. 

Three Labour councillors spoke at 
a meeting in Sheffield on Monday. 
Jackie Drayton said the Tories were 
using the cuts to push academies. 

Parents discussed plans for a 
protest in Sheffield as part of a city- 
wide campaign. 

A meeting in Manchester 
last Saturday brought together 
130 adults, mostly parents, and 
50 children. 

Curs are already hitting. People 
described how one school had seen 
every support worker made redun- 
dant. At another, support staff were 
given a choice of pay cuts or redun- 
dancy. A day of action in Greater 
Manchester on 29 April will see 
groups of schools marching to parks 
across the area. 

Kurdish and Turkish parents also 
met last Saturday in north London, 
to discuss school cuts. It was organ- 
ised by the Day-Mer community 
centre. 

Oktay Sahbaz who took part told 
Socialist Worker the cuts would 
have “immense consequences” 
including fewer teachers and lim- 
ited support for vulnerable children. 


Struggle 

“The consequences of these cuts 
must be known by all parents, 
including parents of migrant chil- 
dren,” he said. “They must be part 
of the struggle against these cuts.” 

There is potential for teachers 
and other school workers to strike 
to stop the cuts—and they could 
win widespread support. 

A strike at Forest Hill School 
in Lewisham, south east London, 
against cuts has seen lots of parents 
join picket lines (see column right). 

Hackney NUT union secretary 
Dave Davies was at a meeting 
of over 100 in Stoke Newington 
School in Hackney, east London, 
on Wednesday of last week. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“Speaker after speaker from the 
floor expressed their willingness to 
support teachers taking industrial 
action against cuts.” 


More meetings are planned 
this week in Hackney, Bristol 
and Cricklewood, north London. 
And campaigners plan a rally in 
Chesterfield this Saturday, 1 April. 

The stakes are high. On top of the 
billions schools will lose by 2020, 
an Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 
report last week revealed that more 
losses will follow. 

It said nearly 1,000 schools could 
face cuts of more than 7 percent per 
pupil after 2020 if government pro- 
tections on cuts end. 

The IFS confirmed that money 
will be “diverted from schools with 
very high levels of deprivation”. 

This is a nasty attack on working 
class children. 

But the scale of 
opposition, which includes even 
Tory MPs, means the government 
is under pressure to backtrack. 

Strong campaigning—and indus- 
trial action by school workers—can 
make sure it doesn’t get away with 
a shoddy compromise. 


TURKISH AND Kurdish parents in north London discuss how to resist school cuts 
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Here's how to join the fight 


PEOPLE everywhere can 
get involved in the fight 
to defend schools. 

Parents and carers can 
speak to others at the 
school gates and organise a 
meeting to discuss the cuts. 

You can set up a Facebook 
group to publicise the 
campaign. Get involved 
in the Fair Funding For 
All Schools campaign. 

Trade unionists in 
schools can call joint union 
meetings and connect 
with parents’ groups. 

Calling local protests 
has proved effective with 
some seeing over 1,000 
people take part. 

A national demonstration 


would increase the pressure 
on the government. 
Teachers in Lewisham and 
Hackney are already striking 
to stop cuts and job losses. 
They showed it is possible 
to deliver strong strike votes 
and win backing from parents. 
But the Tory cuts affect 
all schools in England— 
and demand an England- 
wide response. Unions 
must call industrial action 
to defend schools. 
Strikes in schools would 
escalate the political 
crisis for the Tories. 


Go to schoolcuts.org.uk to see how 
the funding formula will affect your 
area. To get involved in the campaign 
go to fairfundingforallschools.org 


STRIKE 


Teachers 
walk out to 
stop Labour 
Slashers 


PARENTS LOBBIED Lewisham 
council’s AGM in south east 


London on 


at Forest Hill School for boys. 
Lewisham’s Labour-run 
council wants the school to 


make £1.3 


Yet the school spends nearly 
£1 million a year on a Private 
Finance Initiative contract. 
Parent Sigrun said the council 
was “passing the buck” for 
financial mismanagement. “It’s 
horrific that they are trying to 
make the children suffer,” she 


said. 


Teachers in the NUT union 


On the picket line at Forest Hill 


were set to 


strike on Wednesday this 
week following a walkout last 


Tuesday. 


The workers are fighting 
compulsory redundancies and 
increased workloads. 

Parents joined the picket 
line and planned a march on 


Thursday. 
NUT rep 
to do more 


“We need the council to defend 
the school,” he said. “We want 
them to fight for us. 

“Tt’s not the boys’ fault 
we have a deficit. The staff 
didn’t cause the deficit. It’s 
mismanagement.” 


Monday against cuts 


million in cuts. 


start a two-day 


Joe said Labour had 
to back the strikers. 


Send messages of support to 
nut@lewisham.gov.uk For more go 
to bit.ly/2mHalQa 


IT OUT 
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run council wants 
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cut 


million pounds is 
the amount the 
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towards a Private 
Finance Initiative 
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West’s war 
sees record 
bombing in 


Middle East 


Leaders who condemned the attacks 
in Westminster are sowing terror in 
Iraq and Syria, says Dave Sewell 


THE US-LED coalition against 
Isis is raining bombs on the cities 
of Mosul in Iraq and Raqqa in 
Syria. The attacks are slaugh- 
tering hundreds of people and 
displacing thousands. 

Monitoring group Airwars 
counted 1,200 deaths from coali- 
tion airstrikes in March. 

There is confusion and conflict- 
ing reports. But Airwars stressed 
that the intensity of the bomb- 
ing was unprecedented—and that 
the coalition is hitting densely 
populated districts. 

As many as 200 people may have 
been killed in a single airstrike on 
Mosul on 17 March. Survivors say 
hundreds of people remain trapped 
under rubble. 

“There are six of my family still 
under our house,” one refugee, 
Assad, told the Guardian newspa- 
per. “My father, I saw him die in 
front of me, my brother, two sisters 
and two cousins.” 

Iraqi military officials blamed the 
deaths on Isis booby traps. 

But the US acknowledged last 
Saturday that it had bombed that 
location, and said it would carry out 
an investigation. 

Britain’s RAF fighter planes were 
also bombing Mosul on that day. 
Some 149,322 people have been 
displaced from Mosul in the last 
30 days, the International 
Organisation for Migration reported. 


Target 

The US also killed some 46 people 
in a mosque in Aleppo, Syria, on 
16 March. It claimed its target was 
an Al Qaida meeting place nearby. 

Another coalition airstrike near 
Raqqa hit a school where displaced 
families were sheltering, killing at 
least 33. 

Even the relatively pro-Western 
opposition group the Syrian 
National Coalition (SNC) slammed 
bombings “that amount to war 
crimes”. 

It called on coalition forces to 
“to stop targeting residential areas 
under whatever pretext”. 

The US claims to be avoiding 


BACK STORY 


A US-led coalition is killing 
hundreds in Mosul and Raqqa 
@Western rulers claim the wars 
are aimed at defeating Isis 

@Yet it is the West's wars that 
created Isis in the first place 
@The coalition claims it has 
killed 220 civilians—less than ten 
percent of estimates by Airwars 


@Pressure has forced it to 
investigate more incidents 
®@But as of 31 January it had 
only provisionally assessed or 
investigated 36 percent of them 


civilian casualties. It blames Isis for 
using people as “human shields” or 
insists its bombings are necessary to 
defeat the hated group. 

But the US-led invasion and occu- 
pation of Iraq from 2003 sowed the 
seeds of Isis. 

There’s no safety in the newly 
“liberated” eastern half of Mosul. 
Mortar shells caused a major fire in 
the Nabi Yunus market last Sunday, 
killing at least two people. 

The new administration of 
Donald Trump is also stepping 
up US participation in the Saudi- 
led war on Yemen. Trump wants 
to counter Iran’s influence in the 
region. 

The US carried out more air- 
strikes in Yemen in one week last 
month than in the whole of last year. 
The result is indiscriminate slaugh- 
ter—and a devastating famine. 

Tens of thousands of people 
joined a Yemeni government- 
backed protest rally against the 
bombings last Sunday, marking two 
years of the conflict. 

Our rulers condemned the 
attacks in Westminster last week. 
Yet they and their allies are sowing 
state terror on a far greater scale 
across the Middle East. 
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THE AFTERMATH of a coalition bombing in Mosul, Iraq, on 17 March 


Donald Trump beaten on Obamacare 
as activists get set for new struggles 


ak ALISTAIR FARROW 


DONALD TRUMP has been 
defeated on one of his main 
campaign pledges after he failed to 
push the abolition of “Obamacare” 
through Congress. 

Trump withdrew his proposals 
on the health programme on 
Friday of last week rather than see 
them defeated. His changes would 
have taken millions off the state- 
subsidised programme. 

But ultra-conservative 
Republicans and other groups 
stood in his way because it did not 
go far enough. 

They wanted more checks 
on migrants, and they wanted 
insurers to be able to reject people 
with pre-existing conditions from 
coverage. But the right’s rebellion 
wasn’t the whole story. 


Rebelled 


Some Republicans with slim 
majorities also rebelled because 
they didn’t want to leave 
themselves exposed to challenges 
from the Democrats. 

Obamacare meant that millions 
of people who did not previously 
have care were covered. But the 


coverage was poor and included 
clauses such as having to pay the 
first few thousands of pounds 

of costs. And workers’ health 
premiums have soared. 

But Trump’s “repeal and 
replace” was even worse. 

Republican control of the Senate 
and Congress was supposed to 
unleash a tidal wave of reactionary 
legislation. 

Internal battles within the 
Republican Party have hampered 
that effort. Long may they 
continue—but they’re not enough 
to bring Trump down. 

The next target in Trump’s 
sights is the tax system, which he 
wants to overhaul in the interests 
of the rich. 

Trump wants to slash the 
corporate tax rate and lower 
income tax from 39.6 percent to 
33 percent. 

But his failure to slash 
Obamacare means that there’s a 
£794 billion hole in his budget. 

And while the cracks deepen 
in the Republican Party, the 
movement against Trump is 
pushing forward. 

On 4 April the Movement for 
Black Lives and the Fight For $15 
movement will come together on 


the anniversary of Martin Luther 
King’s death. Nationwide protests 
will demand “racial and economic 
justice”. 

Some workers and campaigners 
have called for a strike on 1 May. 
It is set to be another flashpoint, 
pulling together campaigns that 
until recently have been separate. 


Solidarity 

The Harvest Movement migrant 
support group is organising on 
campuses to build solidarity for it. 

And the SEIU services union 
in California is mobilising its 
members who were involved in the 
Day Without Immigrants strikes 
and protests in February. 

Throughout California and the 
South the Food Chain Workers 
Alliance has organised a tour of 
rallies in April to build for the 
strike in May. 

“My co-workers and I had a 
choice—wait for Trump to disrupt 
our livelihoods or stand united to 
fight,” said Ricardo Flores. 

“We chose to struggle until the 
end because it’s better to have 
a chance at justice than suffer 
guaranteed misery.” 


See bit.ly/2opca69 for strike details 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
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Labour— 
don’t suck 
up to May 


TORY PRIME minister 
Theresa May swanned into 
West Wales to sign off a 
£1.3 billion investment deal 
on Monday of last week. 

Welsh Labour first 
minister Carwyn Jones and 
local council leaders lined 
up with her at Liberty 
Stadium in Swansea. 

He fawned over May, 
saying it was an example of 
“cooperation” between the 
British and devolved 
governments. 

None of these 
developments are going to 
tackle the real problems. 

Friends of mine are 
losing disability benefits or 
are in danger of losing their 
homes. 

That’s all down to the 
Tories. 

The new deal is designed 
to make it look like they're 
doing something, while 
handing more money to 
private developers. 

If Welsh Labour had any 
guts it would have stood up 
to the Tories a long time 
ago, instead of passing on 
cuts. 

But Jones and his band 
of merry men are more 
interested in keeping 
control of the Labour 
machine. 

They’re more agitated by 
Jeremy Corbyn than May. 

But ordinary people here 
feel differently. 

May came down without 
any fanfare—and that can’t 
have been an accident. 

The Tories know that 
there would have been 
protests if a big fuss was 
made about it in advance 

We know who the real 
enemy is—even if Jones 
doesn’t. 

Tim Evans 
Swansea 
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Unions should not work with 
fracking firms and the cops 


IT WAS shocking to see the GMB 
union calling for police and judges 
to take a “firmer line” against 
people protesting against fracking. 

Many of the GMB’s own 
members oppose fracking and 
were involved in these protests. 

It was especially disgraceful 
given what we know about the 
levels of violence used by the 
police. 

I was part of writing a paper on 
policing during protests at the 
Barton Moss fracking site near 
Manchester between November 
2013 and April 2014. 

Our paper detailed how the 
policing wasn’t just violent, there 
were mass arbitrary arrests of 
nearly 200 people and a 


campaign of intimidation against 
protesters. 

Protesters also talked about 
police officers using sexualised 
violence, such as groping women. 

We’ve seen similar things again 
from research at the Preston New 
Road fracking site in Lancashire. 

On these protests, the police 
have been using the Trade Union 
and Labour Relations 
(Consolidation) Act 1992 to arrest 
people for “watching and 
besetting”. 

The GMB’s statement says that 
police must “protect the rights of 
all those going about their lawful 
business”. 

That’s what the law is officially 
about, but that’s used against the 


right to picket and organise. 

With its statement, the GMB is 
promoting its use in clamping 
down on protest. 

It’s appalling to see the union 
involved in doing the bidding of 
energy companies. 

Union members don’t benefit 
from fracking. The firms who’ve 
destroyed land and pit workers 
against local people do. 

But on protests we’ve seen 
workers and protesters getting 
along. 

The union needs to get its 
priorities right—like defending the 
teaching assistants (TAs) in 
Durham. 

Joanna Gilmore 
Leeds 


Refugee solidarity grows in Cornwall 


won't beat the right 


ACCORDING TO Guardian 
newspaper columnist Polly 
Toynbee, George Osborne 
editing the Evening 
Standard newspaper could 
be useful in the battle 
against Brexit. 

This Bullingdon Club toff 
and architect of austerity 
annihilated our public 
services so that he could 
line the pockets of his 
banker pals. 

Whenever people 
unnecessarily die in 
underfunded hospitals or 
are forced to eat from food 
banks, you can be sure to 


find the hand of Osborne. 

He and Theresa May 
might be at loggerheads 
over the European Union, 
but that won’t stop them 
uniting together against 
working class people. 

The crisis at the top over 
Brexit does provide an 
opportunity for our side to 
make gains for working 
class people. 

But we have to fight on 
our own terms, not cosy up 
to swaggering millionaire 
thugs like Osborne. 

Russ Chandler 
North east London 


A GROUP of residents in 
Bude, a small seaside 
town in Cornwall, have 
recently been given 
approval to resettle a 
family of refugees in their 
community. 

This has been achieved 
under the Community 
Sponsorship scheme. This 
requires local people to 
raise the funding and 
organise the support for 
the families to begin new 
lives in the town. 

The group has collected 
£15,000 locally to support 
the first family and 
another £2,000 towards a 
second. 


Protesting against racism 


Accommodation has 
been found and is 
currently being furnished, 
and school places have 
been arranged. 

Now other towns in 
Cornwall are organising 
to do the same. 


I went to the first 
public meeting of the new 
Launceston Refugee 
Support Group last 
Thursday. Some 40 people 
came along. 

Many expressed their 
disgust at the callous 
attitude of the Tory 
government. 

Cornwall is not 
prospering economically 
and Ukip has been 
popular in recent years. 

So it’s good to know 
that people are still 
motivated by kindness 
and concern for others. 

Jane Creagh-Osborne 
Bristol 


ILLUSTRATION: TIM SANDERS 


Be bolder 
on refugees 


THE TORIES’ decision 
to renege on the Dubs 
Amendment to let 
unaccompanied child 
refugees into Britain is 
perhaps its most cruel. 

Labour has rightly 
said it would implement 
the Dubs Amendment on 
child refugees if it got 
into government. 

As good as this is, it 
does not go far enough. 

Our Newham Convoys 
to Calais group made 
many trips to the 
“jungle” refugee camp 
from east London. 

We met hundreds of 
children and adults who 
had defied all the odds 
but weren’t allowed to 
come to Britain. 

That’s why we say 
open the borders, tear 
down the walls and let 
the refugees in. 

Simon Shaw 
East London 


School cuts 
show greed 


THE SCHOOL cuts are 
typical of the Tories’ 
greed (Socialist Worker, 
22 March). 

Not content with 
damaging current 
workers’ living standards, 
they also feel the 
need to damage future 
generations. 

Meanwhile, all their 
privileged children will 
be at private schools 
which they can afford. 

Theresa May must go. 

Nick Browne 
on Facebook 


A warning to 
Labour right 


IF YOU lose Jeremy 
Corbyn (Socialist Worker, 
22 March), the Labour 
Party will be hit with 
thousands of solicitor’s 
letters. 

People will demand 
back the membership fee 
they paid. They will be 
left poor by the people 
they shaft. 

Richard Short 
on Facebook 


Class divide 
will get worse 


STILL THE class divide 
gets bigger. 
The number of 
people relying on food 
banks grows but the 
government pays no 
attention because it 
would embarrass them. 
And the number of 
people in poverty will 
rise due to inflation and 
the cost of living rising. 
Jules PG 
on Facebook 
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FEATURE 


POWER IN 


As voting in the Unite union’s general secretary election 
gets underway, Dave Sewell looks at the politics that lie 
behind the battle to lead Britain’s biggest trade union 


IGHT WING rag The 
Sun doesn’t often give 
its pages over to sen- 
ior trade unionists. Yet 
last week it ran a col- 
umn by Gerard Coyne, 
West Midlands regional secretary 
of the Unite union, attacking current 
general secretary Len McCluskey. 

Meanwhile a fake newspaper 
called “Unite Herald” was distributed 
to Unite workplaces across Britain. Its 
“stories” urged members to give “the 
two fingered salute” to “Red Len”. 

This followed an attack on 
McCluskey in the Observer newspa- 
per, seized on by right wing Labour 
MPs including his former flatmate, 
deputy leader Tom Watson. 

It accused McCluskey of plotting 
to affiliate Unite to Labour left group 
Momentum—something a general 
secretary can’t actually do. 

Voting in Unite’s general secretary 
election began on Monday of this 
week. It should be an opportunity 
for workers to debate their union’s 
response to grinding economic crisis 
and austerity. 

A low level of strikes has given 
bosses and the Tories too easy a 
ride. As Britain’s biggest union, Unite 
could break that logjam. 

Instead some see it as a chance 
to put the boot into Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. Backing from union 
leaders such as McCluskey helped 


The Unite union general secretary 
election runs from Monday 27 
March to Friday 28 April 


Its 1.4 million members can vote 


Incumbent Len McCluskey 
triggered the election early—the 
second time he’s done so 


Senior official Gerard Coyne is a 
stalking horse for the Labour right 


Fujitsu striker lan Allinson is the 
rank and file socialist candidate 


We can’t respond 
to attacks from the 
Labour right with 
more of the same 


Labour right wingers such as deputy leader Tom Watson see the Unite election 


as a chance to weaken the party’s left wing leader Jeremy Corbyn 


Corbyn face down the shadow cabi- 
net “coup” last year. That made them 
a target of the Labour right, with 
Coyne as its stalking horse. 

Coyne is attacking McCluskey’s 
support for Corbyn because he wants 
to drag Unite to the right. 


OR MANY on the left— 
including some who 
supported rank and file 
challenger Jerry Hicks 
against McCluskey in 
2013—that is reason 
enough to back McCluskey. 

Yet for Ian Allinson, a rank and file 
worker standing as an alternative to 
both senior officials, more is needed. 

“Gerard Coyne is a truly rotten 
candidate supported by every- 
one who is against trade unionists 
and our interests,” he told Socialist 
Worker. “But we cannot respond to 
that by simply voting for more of the 
same, when more of the same is not 
defending workers’ rights, jobs, pay 
and conditions.” 


Discontent 
He argued, “If I had not stood Gerard 
Coyne would be in a position to 
mop up all the discontent with Len 
McCluskey, all the anger at things 
that people aren’t happy with in the 
union. As it is Coyne’s campaign is 
incredibly negative. 

“And when people open the ballot 
paper, if they’re not happy with what 
Len McCluskey’s done, they’ve got 
the opportunity to vote for some- 
thing better rather than for some- 
thing worse.” 

Ian, who Socialist Worker supports 
in the election, pledges to keep his 
current salary if elected. He is cam- 
paigning for a shake-up of Unite’s 
strategy that goes well beyond its 
relationship with Labour (see right). 
And it’s clear that change is needed. 

McCluskey made big improve- 
ments on his predecessors. Yet after 
seven years in office he hasn’t even 
came close to making Unite the “fight- 
back union” 
of his rheto- 
ric. Meanwhile 
hammer blows 
have fallen on 


Funny papers— 
Coyne’s fake news 
tabloid and his 
column in The Sun 


ae 


etercit 


Unite union leader Len McCluskey and 
rivals Gerard Coyne and Ian Allinson 


Pedigree—Baron Jordan of Bournville 


OO OFTEN Unite 
members have paid 
at h the price of their union 

‘equity ducking a fight. 

m the When steel bosses threatened 
mass layoffs last year, Unite 
lobbied for import tariffs and 
tax cuts to protect their profits. 

When that didn’t work it told 
workers to vote for a much 
worse pension scheme—with no 
real guarantees about jobs in 
return. 

Billionaire Jim Ratcliffe 
pulled off similar blackmail at 
the Grangemouth oil refinery in 
2013. 

McCluskey rushed up to 
Scotland to personally agree 
a “survival plan” rolling back 
pensions, pay, contracts, jobs 
and union organisation. 

Unite “saved jobs” at 
Vauxhall in Ellesmere Port in 

0 eeing to contracts 
that so 


I Cost of giving ground 


cheapened workers’ labour that 
colleagues in Germany were 
sacked instead. 

And it didn’t stop bosses 
making threats again this year. 

So Unite called on the 
government to give them a 
sweetheart deal—and try extra 
hard to stay in the European 
single market after Brexit. 

Bus drivers began a powerful 
campaign of strikes for equal 
pay across London’s bus 
companies. 

Unite wound down the 
dispute to help Sadiq Khan’s 
London mayoral campaign, in 
return for a weaker policy of a 
minimum wage for bus drivers. 

Drivers had the power to win 
a much better deal. 


Unite members 
almost unopposed. 


CCLUSKEY kept 
his promise to stop 
the union disowning 
unofficial strikes, a 
disgraceful tactic 
of officials afraid of 
Tory anti-union laws. But Bernard 
McAuley, who in 2011 smeared 
striking rank and file electricians 
as a “cancer”, remains his national 
officer for construction. 

A year before McCluskey took 
office, then joint general secretary 
Derek Simpson posed with glamour 
models and signs saying “British Jobs 
For British Workers”. 

McCluskey in contrast has put 
Unite’s backing behind anti-racist and 
anti-fascist protests. 


Instrumental 

Yet his claims that migrants lower 
wages were also instrumental in push- 
ing Corbyn to weaken his defence of 
free movement for European Union 
(EU) migrants. Before that he blocked 
Corbyn’s opposition to Trident weap- 
ons of mass destruction. 

McCluskey’s support for Corbyn is 
conditional. Like many union leaders, 
he may have backed Andy Burnham 
for Labour leader if members’ support 
for Corbyn hadn’t forced his hand. 
And he has hinted at ditching Corbyn 
if the polls don’t improve. 

Crucially, McCluskey has presided 
over several industrial defeats (see 
left), damaging workers’ lives. 

McCluskey is far from the worst of 
union leaders—and his Labour critics 
want to take Unite backwards. 

But workers’ position won’t be 
improved without challenging those 
who fail to defend them. 


Socialist Worker 


‘Unite must fight against 
our bosses, not for them’ 


Ian Allinson spoke to 
Socialist Worker about his 
vision for a stronger union 
that can fight the Tories 
and employers—and win 


“WORKERS FACE an increasing 
level of attacks from employers 
and the government. And the gap 
is growing between the union 
we've got and the union we need 
to respond to those attacks. 

Part of the problem is a deeply 
ingrained culture in the union of 
“partnership”, almost going along 
with David Cameron’s nonsense 
that we’re “all in it together”. 

It’s the idea that the way to 
defend jobs and workers’ rights is 
to look at their common interest 
with employers. 

Of course, few workers want to 
see their employer go bust. 

But there’s a huge divergence 
of interests between workers and 
bosses. 

If we lose sight of that we lose 
sight of effective trade unionism. 
The reality is if we want to save 
jobs we’re going to have to fight 
the employers who are going to 
try and sack us. 


Brexit 

Unite produced a “Brexit on 

our terms” booklet after the 
referendum, and it took until page 
28 to mention workers’ rights. The 
first 27 pages were all about the 
interests of employers. 

It’s the same with Trident. Len 
McCluskey and Gerard Coyne say 
we have to defend Trident to save 
jobs. That’s the employers’ current 
business model. 

But you’d create far more jobs 


The key is to take 
up opportunities 
—Unite has been 
missing too many 


by spending that £205 billion on 
almost anything else—tackling 
climate change, building council 
housing, properly funding public 
services. 

We’ve had such a long period 
with a low level of strikes that 
the habit of striking has gone 
from most workplaces and most 
industries. 

Reversing that isn’t easy. But 
the key is to take up opportunities 
when they arise—and Unite 
has just been missing too many 
opportunities. 

The campaign against the 
Trade Union Act was completely 
inadequate. 


Magnificent 

We’ve just had a magnificent 
demonstration in defence of the 
NHS—but imagine if we’d done 
that in the middle of the junior 
doctors’ strikes last year. 

The Tories were on the ropes 
over their cuts and privatisation. 

We keep letting them get up off 
the floor instead of giving them a 
kicking when they’re down. Then 
they start kicking us again. 

That’s not the way to win a 
fight. 

When action has taken place it’s 
been incredibly well supported. 
Look at the public sector pension 
strikes in 2011—magnificent 
support was squandered by failing 
to follow through on it. 

And I don’t think it’s 
impossible. In my workplace, 
Fujitsu, we’ve been on strike 
recently over job cuts, over trying 
to extend union recognition and 
over pay and pensions. We’ll 
continue that action until we get 
a result. 

You’ve got to have a vision that 
when something bad happens, 
you respond robustly. 

You argue with workers that if 
we don’t fight it will keep getting 
worse and you paint a picture of 
how we might win. 

You’re never certain to win. 
But if we don’t fight we keep on 
losing—and we’ve got to stop 
that.” 


lan’s campaign needs your support. To 
donate, download leaflets or invite him 
to your workplace, go to ian4unite.org 


Fujitsu striker lan Allinson (left) meets workers at Alexander Dennis bus factory in 
Falkirk, Scotland, as he campaigns to be general secretary __ 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


BRIGHTON 
1917—Russia’s red year 
Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, 

BN1 1AF 

ESSEX 

The fight against 
racism today 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd,CM1 2QL 
YORK 

Not traditionally 
submissive—women 
and Islam 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St,Y010 4AH 


SOCIALIST WORKER } 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


BARNSLEY 

Martin McGuinness and 
the Northern Ireland 
peace process 

Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

YMCA, Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Eleanor Marx—organising 
the unorganised 

Wed 5 Apr, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BURNLEY AND PENDLE 
Abortion—why we defend 
awoman’s right to choose 
Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St James’s St, 
BB111NR 

CARDIFF 

Abortion—why we defend 
awoman’s right to choose 
Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

New York Diner, 

CF24 3BQ 

CHESTERFIELD 

How can we fight for 
properly funded education? 
Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St,S40 1QN 
COVENTRY 

Fake news and alternative 
facts— media in the 

21st century 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 


SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETING 


= 


WM eyicit-lg march for independence in 201 


THE SOCIALIST CASE FOR 
SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 


ABERDEEN 

Wed 5 Apr, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB101JS 


BOLTON 

Thu 6 Apr, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 
16 Wood St, 
BL11DY 


DUDLEY 

Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy —is the working 
class disappearing? 
Wed 5 Apr, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St, 
Stourbridge,DY8 1EP 
DUNDEE 

The 1945 Labour 
government 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 

GLASGOW 

Art and the Russian 
Revolution 

Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Avant Garde, 

33-44 King St, 

Merchant City, 

G1 5QT 


BRISTOL 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 

14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 


EDINBURGH 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
7Victoria St, 

EH12JL 


HUDDERSFIELD 

Why won’t the Tories 
fund the NHS? 

Wed 5 Apr, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

LANCASTER 

Why we need a revolution 
to end racism 

Thu 20 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

Not traditionally submissive 
—women and Islam 

Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 


Picture: DuncAN BROWN 


LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
Fascists in the US? Who 
are the alt-right? 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

W105XL 

LONDON: BRIXTON 
Abortion—why we defend 
awoman’s right to choose 
Wed 5 Apr, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW2 1EP 

LONDON: CENTRAL 

From Prevent to the war 
or terror—how do we fight 
Islamophobia today? 

Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Room 130, 

UCL, Foster Court Building, 
WC1E 6BT 


LONDON: EALING 

Brexit, borders and the 
fight against racism 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Y Lounge, 

YMCA West London, 

25 St Mary’s Rd, 

W52RE 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
Brexit— what do 
socialists say? 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), 
E50PU 

LONDON: HARINGEY 
Abortion—why we defend 
a woman’s right to choose 
Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd 

(corner Vincent Rd), 

N15 3QH 

LONDON: NEWHAM 
Islamophobia and 

the far right 

Wed 5 Apr, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove 
E151HP 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
French election—can 
Marine Le Pen be stopped? 
Wed 5 Apr, 7pm, 

Oxford House, 

Derbyshire St 

(opposite Bethnal 

Green Rd Tesco), 

E26HG 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Fake news and alternative 
facts— media in the 

21st century 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 
Abortion—why we defend 
a woman’s right to choose 
Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Inspire, 

747 Stockport Rd, 

M19 3AR 

NEWCASTLE 

Human nature —are we 
too selfish for socialism? 
Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Broadacre House, 

Market St, 

NE16HQ 


AY DAY GREETINGS 


<0" 
Coal 


To mark International Workers’ 
Day on 1 May, every year we print 
solidarity messages from readers, 
union branches and campaigns 


contact: mayday @socialistworker.co.uk 


to our 2017 supplement, please 
try and get your greeting to us by 
Wednesday 12 April 


@£30 gets you one column 


@£55 gets you two columns 
@£95 gets you three columns 


@ask us for larger greetings 


NORWICH 

Israel—terror state 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

OXFORD 

Arebel’s guide to Gramsci 
Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Restore, 

Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 

PLYMOUTH 

Deliveroo, Uber and the gig 
economy —is the working 
class disappearing? 

Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Quaker House, 

74 Mutley Plain, 

PL46LF 

PORTSMOUTH 

Film showing of October— 
Ten Days That Shook the 
World by Sergei Eisenstein 
Wed 5 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 

Community Centre, 

River’s St, 

P05 4EZ. 

A film about the 1917 
Russian Revolution 
SCARBOROUGH 

Fake news and 

alternative facts— who 
controls the media? 

Wed 12 Apr, 7pm, 

Tap and Spile, 

94 Falsgrave Rd, 

YO12 5AZ 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Climate change—why 
won’t our leaders act? 
Thu 6 Apr, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 

$1 2JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 

May day and workers’ 
resistance 

Wed 19 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

S015 2GY 

SWANSEA 

Love and sex in 
revolutionary Russia 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 0OBP 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 

How can we fight 

fora left Brexit? 

Thu 6 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Royal Hotel, 

Ablewell St, WS1 2EL 


{ MOVEMENT 
EVENTS 


BARNSLEY 
May Day Festival 
of Solidarity 


Sat 29-Sun 30 Apr, lpm-11pm, 


The Old School House, 
Blackburn Lane, S75 2BA. 
maydaysolidarity. 
wordpress.com 

NATIONAL 

Marxism 2017 —ideas 
fora world in turmoil 

6-9 July, 

Central London. 

A four-day political festival 
of meetings , debate, film 
showings, music and much 
more, hosted by the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP). 

To book your ticket go to 
marxismfestival.org.uk or 
call the Marxism festival 
office on 020 7840 5620 
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sound System—music and 
tne fignt to cnange tne world 


Dave Randall spoke to Raymie Kiernan about his book Sound System and 
about what role music can play in the struggle for a different kind of society 


MUSICIAN DAVE Randall’s new 
book Sound System—the Political 
Power of Music is aimed at music 
fans and political activists alike. 

It couldn’t have come at a better 
time. Dave told Socialist Worker, 
“This is a time when people want to 
talk about politics.” 

“Perhaps a year ago music fans had 
their head in their hands about the 
death of David Bowie. 

“But now they want a serious con- 
versation about how we change the 
world—and the role that music might 
play in that struggle.” 

For Dave this opens up opportu- 
nities to argue about the “absolutely 
crucial” relationship between music 
and political organisation. 

“Possibly the most important 
theme in the book is that progres- 
sive music is most effective when it 
is attached to broader political move- 
ments,” he explained. 

“Billie Holiday and Strange Fruit 
had the US Civil Rights movement. 
The Special AKA’s Free Nelson 
Mandela had the anti-apartheid 
movement. 

“The punks rocking against racism 
had the Anti Nazi League.” 

But, Dave argues, when music 
isn’t part of a bigger movement “it is 
much easier to incorporate into the 
system”. 


Alienation 

He explained, “Rave was a response 
to widely held feelings of alienation 
to Margaret Thatcher’s and then John 
Major’s Tory Britain. 

“But rave didn’t have that sort 
of connection. It was easier for the 
world to change house music than 
the reverse. 

“It went quickly from ideals of 
community and free parties to expen- 
sive super clubs and megastar DJs.” 

Are there artists today that politi- 
cally excite Dave? 

“Kate Tempest, who talks about 
the contradictory and alienating lives 
we lead, is a brilliant commentator,” 
he said. “There’s also the Sleaford 


Progressive 
music is most 
effective when 
it’s attached to 
broader political 


movements 
[| 


as 


Mods with unvarnished stories of 
working class life and exploitation. 

“And of course there’s Stormzy 
with a number one album talking 
about the reality of life on an estate 
in south London.” 

Dave argues we should focus on 
music that’s “by us, for us” not “by 
them, for us”. 

“Music ‘by us, for us’ enhances 
community but music commissioned 
‘by them, for us’ reinforces hierar- 
chy,” he said. 

“This has been true for hundreds if 
not thousands of years.” 

He explained, “In 12th century 
Europe the establishment of the time 
used music to reinforce the message 
that their social order is ordained by 
god. 

“They tried to ban any music that 
they thought might have made their 
congregations think about worldly 
pleasures. 

“But away from the churches and 
cathedrals people were listening to 
exactly the sort of melodies that the 


LOVE MUSIC Hate Racism fuses music and politics to resist racism 


~ 


church didn’t want them to listen to. 
“This was the equivalent of rave 

or grime at the time—loved by the 

people, loathed by their rulers. 


Tension 

“Throughout the history of music 
you see this tension between these 
fundamentally different approaches 
to music.” 

So what is to be done? 

The Rebel Music Manifesto chap- 

ter in the book gives “some sugges- 
tions on how we make music that 
serves the interests of the many and 
not the few”. 
That means we have to “defend com- 
munity music schemes, local venues 
and fight for everybody to be able to 
access music education. 

He said, “If you’re writing music 
don’t be afraid of putting political 
demands in your songs. 

“You'll at least provoke a debate 
and that'll be useful. 

“Use whatever tools you have at 
your disposal, such as social media, 


to put pressure on famous artists to 
back Love Music Hate Racism and 
progressive campaigns. 

“We've got to be part of the fight 
against racism with Stand Up To 
Racism and we’ve got to part of 
the fight against austerity with the 
Peoples Assembly. 

“The more connected you are as 
a musician or a music fan to the 
movements, the better.” 


Sound System—The Political Power of 
Music is published by Pluto Press and 
available from Bookmarks Bookshop 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 

Dave is also doing other book launch 
events, for more details go to 
facebook.com/soundsystembook 


EXHIBITION 


INCOMING 

by Richard Mosse 

The Barbican Centre, Silk St, 
London, EC2Y 8DS. 

Until 23 April. Free entry 


CONCEPTUAL documentary 
photographer Richard 
Mosse says he wants to 
turn a weapon used by the 
state back onto the state. 
Mosse ingeniously 
achieves this aim with the 
assistance of a long range 
heat-sensitive camera, 
normally deployed for 
military purposes to target 
and objectify the “other”. 
He takes disturbing and 
moving images of refugees 
while visually capturing 
insights into the private 
and personal predicament 


Still frame from Incoming 


of forced exile. 

The eerie reversed 
positive-negative images 
shot in places such as 
France, Greece and Libya 
lend the subject matter an 
alien quality. 

On immense screens we 
see humanity clinging onto 
life in crammed lorries 
and at sea on perilously 
overcrowded hulks. 

We see scenes of 
repression, repulsion and 
rescue, as well as refugees 
being processed and 
warehoused. 


Treacherous 

Mosse shows European 
Union Frontex frigates and 
fighter planes launched 
from aircraft carriers as 
well as shots of tranquil or 
perhaps treacherous waves, 
and clouds drifting across 
the moon. 

Looking at images on 
this scale in the darkness 
of the gallery combined 
with a jarring soundscape 
leaves a lasting impression 
of this growing 21st 
century tragedy. 

The exhibition is 
commendable and comes 
with useful teachers’ notes 
and questions for student 
visits. 

It raises many issues 
besides the most obvious— 
how can such enormous 
resources be applied to 
exclusion whilst pitiful 
resources are presented 
that could be a lifeline for 
our fellow humans? 
Richard Payne 
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AMINE threat- 

ens 20 million 

people, includ- 

ing 1.4 million 

children, in 

South Sudan, 
Somalia, Yemen and parts 
of Nigeria. 

The United Nations has 
said that £4 billion is needed 
to combat the immediate 
crisis. This sounds a large 
amount, but it’s what the US 
spends every three days on 
its military machine. 

Famines today are not 
about an overall lack of 
food. For the world as a 
whole, food production per 
person has risen from about 
2,220 calories per person 
per day in the early 1960s to 
over 2,800 in the 2000s. 

People die not because the 
food is unavailable, but more 
commonly because they can’t 
afford to buy it. 

Famine is often closely 
connected to war, and in the 
present example wars are 
central. 

Wars destroy transport 
routes, make it hard to move 
in search of food and mean 
that opposing forces use food 
as a weapon. 

Somalia in east Africa is a 
clear example. Three million 
people are at risk there and six 
million are malnourished. It is 
the third famine in 25 years. 

The last one, in 2011, cost 
over 260,000 lives. 

Drought is a factor, but the 
key issue is the wars fuelled by 
outside forces. 


Target 

Somalia has been a target of the 
great powers ever since its inde- 
pendence in 1960. 

Its strategic position, with 
close access to the oil lanes of 
the Red Sea and the Persian 
Gulf, means that it was a prize 
during the Cold War between 
Russia and the United States. 

That intensified after Iran’s 
1979 revolution removed a key 
US ally in the Middle East. 

In the run-up to the 1991 
Gulf War the leader of Sudan 
declared support for Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein. Seven mil- 
lion people were on the edge of 
starvation but the US diverted a 
ship away from Sudan that was 
bringing 90,000 tons of wheat. 

In 1992 the US invaded 
Somalia, using famine as a pre- 
text. Initially welcomed, the US 
soon became hated. 

Massacres and torture by 
the US-led forces made them 
deeply resented and even- 
tually resistance forced a 
humiliating US withdrawal. 

Today US troops are in 
Somalia again as part of their 
“war on terror”, fighting Al 
Shabaab, a group that is loosely 
affiliated with Al Qaida. 

This group was born out of 
the US-backed Ethiopian inva- 
sion of Somalia. The brutal 
warfare tactics used by 
Ethiopian troops led people to 
see Al Shabaab as bringing some 
sort of stability. 

Solidifying US influence in 
the region are groups of special 


The Saudi bombardment and blockade of Yeme 


nis designed to starve people 


Famine is part of a system where access to food can be a 
weapon and millions can die for the profits and power of 
the ruling class, writes Eleanor Claxton-Mayer 


Hodeidah port in Yemen, blockaded by the US and Saudi navies 


forces, private contractors and 
the Somali national army— 
trained and equipped by the US. 

Africa has key natural 
resources that were fought over 
by European colonial powers 
in the late nineteenth century. 
Today there is another phase of 
the “scramble for Africa”—one 
where trade pressures are again 
backed by military forces. 

The US has dozens of 
outposts in Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, 


Droughtisa 
factor, but the 
key issue is the 
wars fuelled by 
outside forces 


Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, 
Niger, Senegal, the Seychelles, 
Somalia, South Sudan and 
Uganda. 

It also has a major base in 
Djibouti in east Africa, as does 
France, and soon China will 
also have a naval base there. 

France has several major mil- 
itary bases and troops in Mali, 
Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and 
Mauritania. 

Germany has a military base 
in Niger and troops in several 
sub-Saharan African countries. 
Russia is accused of seeking to 
grab influence in Libya. 

The immense military 
expenditure in order to control 
and discipline African coun- 
tries stands in stark contrast to 
the lack of action over famine. 

Far from saving people, the 
US and its allies are sealing 
their fate. 


Blockading 

In Yemen the famine is caused 
largely by a bitter civil war 
where the side the US and 
Saudi Arabia backs is deliber- 
ately blockading ports to stop 
food shipments arriving. 

This means people starve. 

British firms—making 

great profits—provided the 
weaponry to Saudi Arabia 
that enforces the starvation 
' strategy. 

And conditions for people 
living in Africa are getting 
worse thanks to imperialism. 
In 1820 the average wage of 
a worker in Africa was a third 
of that of a worker in Europe. 
By 2010 the average European 
earns 20 times as much. 

Economic inequality means 
that the effects of famine are 
felt more harshly. 

And famine is also more 
likely thanks to the European 
colonial restructuring of 
African economies. Focusing 
on key crops and commodi- 
ties for export to trade on 
world markets meant African 
countries became increas- 
ingly reliant on trade, on 
unfavourable terms, rather 
than self-sufficiency. 


OUTH SUDAN has 
already declared a 
famine and has a 
long and complex 
history with the 
West. 

Britain controlled the area 
until 1956. Clan tensions were 
manipulated and increased— 
where no tensions existed they 
created new ones. 

The Sudanese shared a 
common language and religion. 
But to rule the area the British 
empire encouraged divisions by 
giving prestige and patronage 
to some and ignoring others. 

It established different offi- 
cial languages and religions, 
and the West used this to sub- 
jugate South Sudan and plun- 
der its resources. 

Even after independ- 
ence these divisions were 
still encouraged to maintain 
Western control. 

The effects of this are still felt 
today. After independence the 
country was left with a flawed 
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system that reinforced the clan 
divisions—often those in South 
Sudan were excluded from 
decision making. 

The US and other powers 
were attracted by oil reserves 
and attacked the country if it 
did not follow its orders. 

In 1998, under president 
Bill Clinton, the US launched 
Cruise missiles on the Al-Shifa 
pharmaceutical factory near 
Khartoum. Claims that it was 
producing nerve gas were 
widely discredited. 

Al-Shifa provided 50 percent 
of Sudan’s medicines, and its 
destruction, according to one 
leading German diplomat, 
caused “several tens of thou- 
sands of deaths”. 


Divisions 

The West still looks to exert a 
heavy influence. The divisions 
established by imperialism are 
still playing a role. 

Now civil war is wreaking 
havoc and thousands have been 
displaced as internal refugees 
and famine affects millions. 

A three-year war in South 
Sudan has seen tens of thou- 
sands of civilians killed in 
horrific attacks, often targeted 
on the basis of their ethnicity. 
The US-supported government 
is the major culprit. 

Famine is a part of this 
process. 

A report last month by the 
UN Commission on Human 
Rights into South Sudan 
describes deliberate starvation 
and bombardment of civilians. 

There were earlier reports 
of “warning signs for ethnic 
cleansing” and “indicators for 
genocide”, although the UN 
agency now says these have 
“diminished”. 

Western countries do give 
some foreign aid but this is 
usually comes with strings 
attached. 


ARTS OF Nigeria 

are also at risk of 

famine and again 

the common fac- 

tor is war. Boko 

Haram is wag- 
ing deadly attacks in North 
Eastern Nigeria and has killed 
thousands. 

The displacement of people 
fleeing the violence has led 
to a lack of crops and 
cultivation and the 
threat of famine. 

The government’s 
fight against Boko 
Haram as part of the 
“war on terror” has 
increased the violence 


WHAT LITTLE aid 
has been promised 
is a drop in the 
ocean compared to 
the vast budgets 
of imperial armies 


Former US president Bill Clinton 
bombed a medicine factory 


in the regions. Some elites in 
Nigeria have now backed the 
group in an attempt to regain 
control of the region. 

Famine is a particularly 
gross example of the mismatch 
between the potential to meet 
human need and capitalism’s 
crushing of such possibilities. 

At the same time as further 
reports of famine appeared 
last week, US business maga- 
zine Forbes announced, “It was 
a record year for the richest 
people on earth, as the number 
of billionaires jumped 13 per- 
cent to 2,043 from 1,810 last 
year. 

“Their total net worth rose 
by 18 percent to £6.15 trillion.” 

As long as capitalism exists, 
great powers will exploit and 
manipulate—and famine, war 
and disease will emerge again 
and again. 


Return of famine 
encouraged by free market 
bit.ly/2mYTARc 


The economic history of 
sub-Saharan Africa 
bit.ly/2nfjPES 


The blood never 
dried—a people’s history 
of the British Empire 
by John Newsinger 
£13.99 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to 
bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 


RUSSIAN 


Organising at work helped to 
protect the revolution 


Workers flocked to 
join unions during the 
Russian Revolution— 
but as they grew 
bigger, so did their 
contradictions 


AFTER THE February 
Revolution toppled the Tsar’s 
dictatorship, workers wanted 
to use their new political 
freedoms to improve their 
lives. 

Trade unions—previously 
just a few small and 
persecuted organisations— 
saw explosive growth, initially 
far more so than political 
parties. 

By April the Petrograd 
metal workers’ union had 
gone from almost nothing to 
50,000 members, and would 
almost triple that over the 
summer. 

In June 1917 there were 
1.4 million union members 
across Russia in nearly 1,000 
unions. 

By October there were 
about two million union 
members in 2,000 unions— 
10 percent of wage earners. 

But unions weren't the 
only organisations workers 
were developing. In February 
workers set up committees in 
their factories—answerable to 
the whole workforce through 
mass general meetings. 

Some 2,151 such 
committees were counted in 
1917. Delegates from them 
formed city-wide “soviets” 
or workers’ councils whose 
authority rivalled that of the 
state. 

The most important 
economic gain for workers in 
Petrograd, the eight hour day, 
didn’t come from unions at all. 


Imposed 

Factory committees imposed 
it through direct action, 

and the Soviet proclaimed 

it a binding norm. 

Unions grew out of strikes 
for wages as spiralling 
inflation sapped living 
standards. 

Low paid and unskilled 
workers flooded into the 
unions, and led strikes whose 
demands included equal pay 
for women. 

The tradition of craft 
unionism—workers 


19 March (1 April in the 
modern calendar) 


The Provisional 
Government refuses to pass 
an agrarian act 


This was despite a 
desperate food crisis 
across the nation 
alongside the widescale 
disenfranchisement of the 
peasantry 


Instead the government 
condemns looters and 
forced seizures of the land 


organising separately 
according to their profession, 
sector or grade—was far 
weaker in Russia than in early 
Western unions. 

The influence of 
bureaucracy was weaker too. 

So when workers took 
action it was without the 
moderating influence of a 
union apparatus of salaried, 
full time officials. 

By summer 1917 the metal 
workers’ union had more than 
100 full time employees. 

Many came straight from 
the shop floor, and most 
were dedicated socialists. Yet 
they now had funds to look 
after—and an organisation 
defined by mediating between 
workers and bosses. 

A major early victory was 
forcing bosses to accept some 
collective pay bargaining. 

But this put the unions 
in the position of selling 
compromises to workers. 

And it revived tensions 
between sectors, as some 
were expected to accept 
lower increases to keep the 


collective deal. 

Many bosses used closures 
and mass sackings to cut their 
losses and to undermine the 
left wing government. 

Only workers’ control could 
stop this economic sabotage. 
Yet the government sought to 
limit moves in this direction 
to uphold bosses’ “right to 
manage”. 

Bosses repaid it with a 
coup attempt in August by 
right wing army chief Lavr 
Kornilov. 


Armed 


The Petrograd unions armed 
workers and helped organise 
the city’s defence. The Vikzhel 
railway union coordinated 

a shutdown that stopped 
troops reaching the city. 

These events sharpened 
the question of who could run 
society, the government or 
the workers. 

This polarised unions. 

The Mensheviks wanted 
to support the government 
and the Bolsheviks wanted 
the soviets to overthrow it. 
They had often cooperated as 
union activists. 

Now factory workplace 
committees increasingly 
rallied to the Bolsheviks and 
organised for Soviet power. 

Union structures were 
slower to change, and 
Mensheviks remained the 
majority at the top. 

Revolution built Russia’s 
unions. It also raised political 
challenges that trade 
unionism alone couldn’t 
answer. 


This is part of a series of 

weekly articles on the Russian 
Revolution. Read our coverage at 
tinyurl.com/sw1917 
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scottish independence vote frightens May 


yy RAYMIE KIERNAN 


THERESA MAY travelled 
to Scotland on Monday to 
proclaim, “My position isn’t 
going to change, which is 
that now is not the time to 
be talking about a second 
independence referendum.” 

She was repeating her 
defiance of the call for a 
second referendum which 
was expected to come from 
the Scottish parliament this 
week. 

Labour, the Tories and the 
Lib Dems united against the 
pro-independence parties’ 
call for indyref2. 


Binding 

But the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) and Greens were set to 
mandate the Scottish govern- 
ment to seek the legally bind- 
ing order from Westminster 
to hold another vote. 

The Holyrood motion 
wants “a referendum to be 
held that will give the people 
of Scotland a choice over the 
future direction and govern- 
ance of their country”. 

It should be “at a time— 
and with a question and fran- 
chise—determined by the 
Scottish parliament”. It would 


A RALLY for independence in Glasgow in 2014 


back Scottish first minister 
Nicola Sturgeon’s call for a 
referendum between autumn 
2018 and spring 2019 so that 
voters can choose independ- 
ence over staying with a post- 
Brexit British state. 
Campaigner Neil Mackay 
thinks May will eventually 


“buckle” under pressure and 
allow a new vote. 

“May’s unelected, her 
position is untenable and 
her party is divided,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“People now need to show 
that they want independ- 
ence and need to get behind 


the drive for the referendum 
timescale set out by Nicola 
Sturgeon. 

“Scotland has a democratic 
right to hold another referen- 
dum.” 

Neil helped organise a 
10,000-strong All Under One 
Banner march for a second 


referendum last July in Glas- 
gow after Britain’s vote to 
leave the European Union 
(EU). 

The group has called 
another demonstration for 
3 June “to mark a year on and 
get people out on the streets 
again,” Neil said. 

But it’s also to lay down 
a marker for an independ- 
ent Scotland that will benefit 
working class people. 


March 


Organisers say the “core rea- 
sons” for the march are to put 
forward a vision of Scotland 
without racism, nuclear weap- 
ons, fracking and austerity. 

They want to “end child 
poverty, tax cuts for the rich, 
put people before profit, 
defend workers’ rights and 
invest in social welfare”. 

Neil said the march can be 
“a show of power” to make 
“politicians take note”. 

He said, “We’re going to 
have at least 10,000 people. 

“The mood around it has 
been transformed since the 
standoff between Sturgeon 
and May. 

“If people want independ- 
ence now is the time to ask, 
‘How can I show it?’ whether 


that’s handing out flyers, con- 
versations with neighbours 
or at work, or get on the 
streets—they’re our streets.” 

Sturgeon and the SNP 
want to link a vote for inde- 
pendence with membership 
of the EU. 

The 62 percent vote in 
Scotland against Brexit is 
the party’s justification for 
arguing that Scotland should 
remain in the bosses’ single 
market. 

Neil said he doesn’t want 
the EU linked to the referen- 
dum and questions last year’s 
vote in Scotland. 

He voted Leave “to stir 
things up” and wonders, “Did 
all Remainers want to stay in 
the EU or did some want to 
create a constitutional crisis?” 

Getting a referendum 
quickly and then winning 
it requires a massive social 
movement in the streets and 
the workplaces. 

Indyref2 needs to be about 
class issues, but the push for 
it must not act as a reason to 
delay struggle. 

Now is the time to stoke 
the revolt against the Tories 
over the referendum—and 
all the other issues that face 
working class people. 
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One Housing rent rises meet 
tenants’ rage—the fight Is on 


Housing associations wants to raise rents by nearly 40 percent for some east London tenants. 
Alistair Farrow argues that the way to defend homes and win the fight is to get political 


@ !N WEST Han, east London, a 
. group of housing association 
tenants are at the sharp end of 
social cleansing. One Housing 
Group has issued notice to them of 
a rent increase of up to 40 percent 
on 1 April. 

This is because One Housing wants 
them to be on “affordable rent”, or 
80 percent of market rent. NHS worker 
Carla’s rent is getting increased by 
20 percent, from £550 to £700 a 
month. 

By comparison “social rent”, which 
tenants are on at the moment, is 50 to 
60 percent of market rent. 

One Housing has said that the hike 
is to deal with alleged subletting. 

But tenant Truus said this is just a 
way of playing “divide and conquer”. 

And the tenants are organising— 
a packed meeting on Monday of last 
week saw people from eight blocks in 
West Ham come together to discuss 
how to resist. 

“They chose to bring the new rents 
in on 1 April,” said one tenant. “But 
fools we are not!” 


Condition 
One Housing has issued tenants with 
letters stating that “as a condition of 
the continuation of the tenancy you 
are required to have a direct debit in 
place”. 

But tenants have the right to pay 
rent using whatever means they like. 

When Socialist Worker quizzed 
One Housing it backed down, saying, 
“Direct debit is our preferred method 
because it offers the most security for 
tenants and is trusted.” 

One Housing has demanded to see 
tenants’ pay slips. 

They think it could be used as a 
way of justifying charging market 
rents. And the firm has said there is 


no guarantee that rents will not rise 
even further. 

The Tories’ Housing and Planning 
Act lies in tatters, including the pay to 
stay part of it which could have seen 
council tenants charged market rents. 

But the National Housing 
Federation, the umbrella group for 
housing associations, has lobbied to 
keep pay to stay on the table for them. 

One Housing has left itself open 
to legal challenges—and political 


challenges can push it back. 

Carla told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
effectively being told, ‘You should be 
grateful you’ve had this until now.’ 

“But where do you expect NHS 
workers and other key workers to 
go?” 

Tenants have submitted a letter to 
One Housing Group rejecting the new 
contracts. And a meeting of Newham 
trades council on Tuesday of last 
week voted to support the campaign. 


Carla (left) and Truus are 
campaigning to stop massive rent 
rises at One Housing’s flats in 
West Ham (above) 

Pictures: Sociatist WorKER 


“We only started the campaign 
a month ago,” Truus told Socialist 
Worker. 

“We got our own lawyer. But 
then the union came—people were 
shocked that we could go in a politi- 
cal direction.” 

That’s the way to go in the fight to 
defend homes. 


Join the March for Homes 2 called by 
campaigners on Saturday 24 June. Keep 
up to date axethehousingact.org.uk 


Tory and New Labour selloffs created housing fat cats 


»)} ONE Housing’s antics 
fe in West Ham are part 
of a deeper trend. 

Housing associations 
behave increasingly like 
private companies. 

The largest are 
swallowing competing 
organisations through 
mergers and are fighting 
for larger shares of the 
market. 

Their origins go back 
to the 19th century, when 
philanthropic organisations 
such as the Peabody Trust 
built cheap housing for the 
“deserving poor”. 

Today, you can rent 
a poky one bedroom 


Peabody flat for a bargain 
£1,150 a month. 

Between 2002 and 
2010 the average housing 
association’s stock 
doubled from 955 to 1,816 
homes. In the same period 
the market share of the 
largest 20 associations 
grew to 30 percent. 

Today G15, a group 
of London’s 15 largest 
housing associations, 
manages 412,000 homes. 

The Tories began 
pushing housing 
associations as a means 
of privatisation in 1974. 
Tony Blair and New 
Labour accelerated the 


Prescott privatised homes 


selloffs after 1997. 

Now they build houses 
and blocks of flats for sale 
at market prices in order 
to fund the shrinking 
social housing part of 
their business. 

And the worst of the 
worst are demolishing 
council houses to build 
housing for profit. That’s 
what Notting Hill Housing 
is doing to the Aylesbury 
estate in Southwark, south 
London. 

This is because housing 
associations were set up 
as private bodies that 
received state funding to 
provide social housing. 


The problem is that state 
funding is drying up— 
because of Tory and 
Labour cuts. 

In 2000 John Prescott, 
then deputy prime 
minister, and housing 
minister Nick Raynsford 
declared they wanted to 
push all 3.2 million social 
housing units into the 
private sector. 

Less than three years 
previously they’d been 
slamming the Tories for 
pushing privatisation. 

But tenants and activists 
organised against the plans 
and in some cases stopped 
many of the selloffs. 


A short 
but nasty 
history 


»\ WHEN One Housing 
) kicked tenants out 
of two large shared 
accommodation homes 
in Islington, north 
London, and Kingston, 
west London, in 2015 it 
even began trolling 
them online. 

One Islington 
tenant was told by 
One Housing’s Twitter 
account, “You sound 
like someone totally 
brainwashed.” It also 
said, “Stop being 
bitchy or we'll go back 
to how we were.” 

Jean Vidler was 
kicked out of the 
Kingston house but 
she told Socialist 
Worker, “They 
rehoused us because 
we put up a fight. 

“We got onto TV 
and made a lot of 
noise outside the 
courts in Kingston and 
Islington. That had to 
be done, they had to 
see we wete serious.” 


Formed 

That’s just one episode 
in One Housing’s brief 
but nasty history since 
it was formed out of 

a merger of housing 
associations in 2007. 

In August 2015 
Tower Hamlets council 
dumped One Housing 
as its preferred 
provider of housing. 

It reportedly ran 
down the four estates 
it managed for the 
council on the Isle of 
Dogs, east London. 

Councillor Candida 
Ronald, a tenant 
and chair of a local 
residents’ association 
said, “Residents never 
voted for One Housing 
to be their landlord and 
if they were given the 
opportunity I believe 
they would sack them.” 
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REPORTS 


IN BRIEF 


Pay ballot starts in 


Scottish colleges 
AROUND 5,000 further 
education lecturers in 
Scotland are balloting for 
strikes across 20 colleges. 
The EIS Fela union is 
urging a vote to strike. Bosses 
are trying to wriggle out of a 
pay deal it won a year ago. 


New benefit cuts 
meet opposition 


A PROTEST against housing 
benefit cuts for 18 to 21 year 
olds is planned this Saturday, 
1 April, in Parliament Square, 
central London, from 12 noon. 

From next week most 
claimants under 21 won't get 
the housing component of 
universal credit. 

Protests against benefit 
sanctions were also planned 
across Britain on Thursday. 


Teachers vote 
for one big union 


NUT AND ATL teaching union 
members have voted to 
support a union merger. The 
new union will be called the 
National Education Union. 
ATL members backed the 
merger by 73 percent, and 
NUT members by 97 percent. 
Mary Bousted and Kevin 
Courtney will remain joint 
general secretaries until 2023. 


Deal to Derby TAs 
is ‘not brilliant’ 
DERBY UNISON'’S union 
branch secretary has 
revealed an outline of the 
offer council chiefs made to 
teaching assistants. 

At a rally in Durham 
on Saturday (see page 6), 
Nicole Berrisford said the 
compensation on offer “isn’t 
brilliant” but is “better than 
nothing”. The offer also 
includes a “review”, regrading 
and allowances for some 
workers and “reinstating a 
flexible 52-week contract”. 

Unison recommends 
workers accept the offer. 


Pay consultation in 
Scottish councils 


THOUSANDS OF local 
government workers in 
Scotland are being consulted 
by their Unison union over 
strikes to improve pay. 
Bosses offer 1 percent for 
workers paid above £35,000 
and £350 for everyone else. 
Unison demands £1,000 
for all, an increase in the 
Living Wage and a long term 
strategy to restore wages lost 
to pay restraint and inflation. 


Cabin crew renew 
ticket to strike 


NEW STRIKES by British 
Airways (BA) “mixed fleet” 
cabin crew could be on the 
cards after their second strike 
ballot closes on Friday. 
Unite union members have 
struck repeatedly over pay. 
The reballot extends 
their mandate and adds to 
their demands the return of 
bonuses removed for striking. 


HOUSING AND PLANNING 
T a Au 


HOUSING CAMPAIGNS 


SOME 800 people marched in Keighley, West Yorkshire 


ct Ps 
, on Saturday to oppose the planned 
Aire Valley incinerator, far exceeding organisers’ expectations. People joined the march as it 
passed their gardens. 


Picture: Nei Terry 


Protesters take ona 
rotten redevelopment 


yy ALISTAIR FARROW 


AROUND 150 people 
marched against the proposed 
redevelopment of vast 
swathes of Southwark, south 
London, last Saturday. 

The Canada Water and Old 
Kent Road Area Action Plans 
will mean the demolition 
of children’s playgrounds, 
community centres and 
estates—and a rent hike. 

The protest was called by 
Southwark Defend Council 
Housing (DCH). 

Chair of Rotherhithe 
Housing Forum Barry Duckett 
told marchers, “We’re being 
socially cleansed, but we’re not 
going to move, we’re going to 
stick together.” 


Fight 

Gerry Flynn from the 

35 percent housing campaign 
spoke about the fight against 
the redevelopment of the 
Aylesbury estate. “We have a 
right to a community and a 
right to live and not have to 
move if a developer has their 
eye on a bit of land,” he said. 

The march had been set 
to finish at the Thurlow 
Lodge community hall on the 
Aylesbury estate, following a 
sit-in by charity Divine Rescue 
to stop their eviction. 

But the council told Divine 
Rescue that this would put 
their lease at risk. 

Housing campaigners 


FIGHTING THE CUTS LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS 


Protesters in Southwark on Saturda 


HARINGEY 


A date with 
destruction 


HARINGEY COUNCIL in 
north London revealed its 
redevelopment timetable 
at meetings on Monday. 
Its plan will demolish 
estates and has provoked 
bitter opposition. More at 
socialistworker.co.uk 


came from across London 

to deepen the organisation 
against redevelopments. 
Deborah from Lewisham told 
Socialist Worker, “The Tories 
are starving local authorities of 
funding so councils are looking 
to council tax, business rates 
and increasingly estate selloffs 
as a source of revenue. 

“The battles that were fought 
in the 1920s are going to have 
to be fought again in 2020. 

We have to make the choice 
between a hellish future or 
standing up and fighting back.” 
@More on the campaign at 
facebook.com/southwarkdch 


Cruel closure will isolate disabled people 


SERVICE USERS, their 
families and supporters 
protested against the closure 
of day centres for people 
with learning disabilities on 
Wednesday of last week. 
Around 15 people 
chanted “No closures, 
no cuts—save our 
day centres” outside 
Southwark council 
chambers in south 
London. The centres are 


a lifeline for people 
who would otherwise 
be isolated. 
Robin, a parent 
whose son has 
temporal 


_» epilepsy, told 
Socialist Worker, 

» “While he’s at the 

™ day centres he’s not 

as bad. If it closes, 

he’ll be alright at first 

and then just get 

worse. 

“[’m in my 70s and 
my wife is in her 60s, 
they don’t seem to 

realise that we can’t 
do as much now.” 


Picture: Socialist WorkER 


Cops can’t agree why CS 
gas used before shooting 


se ELEANOR CLAXTON-MAYER 


POLICE FAILED to record 
their advice and discussion 
of tactics before the killing of 
Anthony Grainger, a public 
inquiry heard this week. 

Greater Manchester Police 
shot Anthony while he sat in 
a car on 3 March 2012. The 
inquiry resumed last week. 

The inquiry was read out 
the standard procedure that, 
“It is a key requirement of 
the Human Rights Act that 
the deployment of armed 
officers is both auditable 
and accountable. Tactical 
advisers are required to 
record and retain auditable 
record of their advice.” 

But Steven Allen, a tactical 
adviser for Operation Shire, 
which led to Anthony’s 
death, said there had been “a 
failure in recording”. 

Superintendent Mark 
Granby, tactical firearms 
commander, spoke to 
Operation Shire’s senior 
operating officer on 2 March. 

He confirmed that no 
tactical adviser had given 
advice at that stage. He said 
he had planned to consult 
them the next morning. 


But when questioned, 
senior firearms commander 
Terry Sweeney agreed that 
by then the plan could be 
seen as “sort of set in stone”. 

A CS gas canister was 
used when Anthony was 
shot. During questioning it 
became clear that there was 
no consensus as to why. 

Advice on CS gas falls to 
tactical advisers. Allen said 
it’s “to help stop the subjects 
from getting out” of the car. 

But he agreed that there 
was potential for involuntary 
movements, or for people to 
try to get out to breathe. 

Another tactical adviser, 
Y19, stated that they didn’t 
know whether the gas was 
used to make subjects stay in 
the car or get them out. 

Sweeney, who authorised 
the tactic, said it is “to get 
them out safely”. 

He conceded that his risk 
assessment had not recorded 
the risks of involuntary 
movement that could result 
in someone being shot. 

Asked why they didn’t give 
advice on the risks of using 
gas, Y19 said that “there is 
an assumption that they are 
also aware of those risks”. 


Hackney teachers’ action 


TWO STRIKES were set 
to take place in schools in 
Hackney, east London, on 
Thursday. 

NUT union members 
planned to walk out at 
Parkwood Primary School 
over cuts to three teacher 
intervention posts helping 
children with reading, maths 
and English as an additional 
language. 

Union members were also 
set to strike at the Inclusion 
and Specialist Support Team 
(ISST) over cuts that would 
make 4.5 posts redundant. 

ISST workers voted by 
100 percent for strikes 
on an 86 percent turnout. 
Parkwood teachers voted by 
100 percent for strikes ona 
90 percent turnout. 

This more than meets the 
harsh ballot thresholds in the 


Jobs saved 


GLASGOW council-run 
firm Cordia has dropped a 
proposal that would slash 
33 school janitors’ jobs. 

Janitors’ union Unison 
rejected the attempt to 
resolve their long-running 
dispute over pay. 

Labour council leader 
Frank McAveety accused 
them of “hidden agendas”. 

Parents and children 
protested last week to defend 
the janitors (pictured). 


new Tory Trade Union Act. 
Hackney NUT branch 
secretary Dave Davies 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
ballots were turned around 
in just a week. It does show 
that you can get high yes 
votes and turnouts.” 


UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON 


WORKERS AT the University of 
Brighton were set to strike for 
half a day from 1pm on Friday 
and begin a work-to-rule. 

The UCU union members 
are fighting redundancies and 
a plan to limit promotions and 
downgrade teachers. 

Bosses have also said they 
will choose over which issues 
to negotiate with UCU— 
effectively derecognising it. 
@Send messages of support to 
m.abel@brighton.ac.uk 


i 


Children defend “jannies” 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 71327, London SE119BW Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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ANTI-FASCISM 


National Front are fascist 
rump on Edinburghdem 


oe SADIE ROBINSON 


THE FASCISTS of the National Front 
(NF) were humiliated in Edinburgh 
last Saturday. The NF was holding 
a so-called White Pride event in 
the city. 

But it attracted just 29 Nazis— 
while around 400 anti-fascists turned 
out to oppose them. 

Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
Scotland said, “Anti-fascists from a 
variety of organisations and none saw 
off the tiny splatter of fascists, who 
were only able to be in Edinburgh 
because of police ‘facilitation’. 

“No one in the city wanted the 
fascists. They left, ridiculed, as they 
arrived.” 

The Nazis had hoped that the 
attacks in Westminster last week 
would give them a boost. 

Instead their protest, publicised as 
a national demonstration, was a flop. 

Nazis sieg heiled behind police 
lines before being bussed out of 
Edinburgh. 

The counter-protest was lively and 
involved delegations of trade union- 
ists and other campaigners. 

Margaret Woods is from UAF 
Scotland. She said, “The support 
from so many trade unions, anti-rac- 
ist organisations and politicians from 
several different parties shows the 
determination to ensure fascism will 
always be opposed in Scotland.” 

Robina Qureshi from Positive 
Action in Housing denounced govern- 
ment leaders for “fanning the flames 
of anti-immigrant, anti-refugee and 


MANUFACTURING UNITE UNION 


IT services shutdown while 
nuke workers get tactica 


anti-Muslim hatred. 

“We need to stand united and 
show that it’s bridges we need, not 
walls,” she added. Speakers included 
Scottish National Party MP Tommy 
Sheppard and Labour MP Ian Murray. 

Zareen Taj and Tasneem Ali from 
the Muslim Women’s Association of 
Edinburgh also spoke, among others. 

The EIS and Unite unions backed 
the anti-fascist protest, along with 
Dumfries TUC. 


ANTI-FASCISTS MARCH in Edinburgh 


BANTI-RACISTS IN Birmingham 
are organising to oppose the fascist 
English Defence League (EDL) on 
8 April. 

The EDL has moved a planned pro- 
test from Derby to Birmingham in the 
wake of the attacks in Westminster, 
central London, last week. 

Birmingham Unite Against Fascism 
(UAF) denounced the EDL for trying 
to “incite IsLamophobia and hatred of 
Muslims” following the attacks. 


Picture: STEPHEN McBroom 


“That the killer recently lived 
in Winson Green is the EDL’s sick 
reasoning for their latest, racist 
endeavour,” it said. “Our multicul- 
tural city has united against fascists 
before and we will do so again.” 

The UAF counter-protest will 
assemble in the city centre from 
12 noon. 

@Go to Birmingham Unites—Fascist 
EDL Not Welcome on Facebook for 
more details 


FREEDOM RIDERS 


SOME 70 people rallied 

at Barnsley bus station 

on Monday for the third 
anniversary of the South 
Yorkshire Freedom Riders. 
Some then took the train to 


BMW WORKERS protested 
outside the Mini plant in 
Cowley, Oxfordshire, last 
Friday against bosses’ 
plan to “drive off with our 
pensions”. 


A strike ballot was set 
to close this week. The 
workers’ union, Unite, 
warned the firm it was 
“sleepwalking” into strikes 
as talks stalled last week. 


FUJITSU IT services workers 
struck last Friday and again 
on Monday to defend their 
jobs and livelihoods from 
the firm’s cost-cutting. 

The Unite union members’ 
demands include better 
redundancy payments, 
redeployment efforts and 
consultation as the firm 
makes 1,800 job cuts. 

They are also fighting to 
reverse a pension cut, extend 
union recognition and pay 
of at least £8.45 an hour. 

The strike involved 
workers in Basingstoke, 
Belfast, Birmingham, 
Bracknell, Crewe, Edinburgh, 
London, Manchester, 
Stevenage, Wakefield 
and Warrington. 


MINDUSTRIAL ACTION hit 
Britain’s nuclear weapons 
naval base Faslane last week, 


as well as another base in 
Coulport. Civilian workers 
in the Unite union began 
continuous action short 
of a strike and a series of 
“staggered” strikes that could 
cause months of disruption. 
Contractor Babcock 
Marine has been 
attacking workers’ union 
organisation, including by 
withdrawing facilities for 
shop steward meetings. 
Workers at the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment 
(AWE), where the weapons 
of mass destruction based at 
Faslane are developed and 
maintained, are also striking. 
They walked out on 
Monday against attacks 
on their pensions. Trident 
should be scrapped—and a 
defeat for its bosses’ at the 
hands of their own workers 
can help make the case. 


Sheffield for a rally attended 
by 100 people. 

They want the return of 
free local train travel for 
the elderly. When this was 
removed in 2014 they began 
mass train journeys without a 
ticket in protest. They forced 
the return of disabled free 
train travel and half price for 
elderly people. 
George Arthur 


DISTRIBUTION 


THE GMB union suspended a 
planned walkout over pay by 

warehouse workers in Leeds 

last Wednesday for talks. 

The union members work 
in the Spectrum for Arcadia 
warehouse. 

Workers at the warehouse 
in Solihull, near Birmingham, 
plan walkouts at the end of 
this month. 


DOO fuels 
rail disputes 


A BALLOT of Southern train 
drivers in the Aslef union 

is set to end next Monday. 
And Southern train guards 
are gearing up for a fresh 
walkout alongside workers 
on Merseyrail and Northern 
on 8 April. 

The Tories’ obsession 
with extending driver only 
operation (DOO) on the 
railways lies behind all the 
disputes. 

Southern drivers rejected 
an offer in February and the 
latest deal is as shoddy as 
the last. If Aslef members 
rightly reject this one they 
should demand the union 
reinstates the strikes. 

The 8 April strike on 
Southern, Northern and 
Merseyrail is of RMT union 
members. 

It’s good that the union 
is coordinating across the 
companies. Aslef should 
pull their members out with 
them. 

Also on 8 April, Night 
Tube drivers on London 
Underground were set to 
walk out in the first of two 
strikes next month. They 
want bosses to allow part 
time drivers to apply for full 
time positions. 

And RMT members are 

being balloted to strike in 
defence of the “London 
Bridge 3”. They intervened 
to stop a passenger without 
a ticket in an incident last 
autumn that saw workers 
assaulted. 
@Join the demo in support of 
the London Bridge 3—Monday 
3 April, 8am at London Bridge 
station 


CIVIL SERVICE 


Lobby to 
save jobs 


MEMBERS OF the PCS union 
in the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) lobbied 
parliament on Tuesday 
afternoon against office 
closures and job cuts. 

PCS union branches across 
Britain have held public 
meetings and protests in 
defence of offices earmarked 
for closure. 

The local campaigns could 
be the start of building a 
campaign to save jobs in the 
DWP. 

Saving jobs will mean going 
out on strike. 


PCS UNION members across 
Britain were set to take action 
over low pay on Friday. 

The civil service workers 
were planning local protests 
and meetings as part of a fight 
against the 1 percent public 
sector pay cap. 

Many PCS branches have 
also planned leafleting 
sessions. 

@For details of actions near 
you go to bit.ly/2nmIDe8& 
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MAY’S BREXIT 


BRITAIN’S EXIT from the 
European Union (EU) was 
set to start on Wednesday— 
along with a new round of 
headaches for the Tories. 

After Theresa May trig- 
gers Article 50 of the Lisbon 
Treaty, she will have to 
prepare for negotiations with 
EU states and a “Great Repeal 
Bill” in Westminster. 

This would translate all 
EU law that affects Britain 
into the statute book. This 
complex task involving over 
5,000 pieces of legislation is 
a challenge for a divided gov- 
ernment with a slim majority. 

A white paper set to be 
presented on Thursday could 
resort to exceptional powers. 

According to the Sunday 
Times and Sunday Telegraph 
newspapers, its “Henry VIII 
clause” would let the gov- 
ernment amend laws without 
consulting parliament. 


Scepticism 
In her speech on Monday, 
May had to address both 
the pro-EU establishment’s 
scepticism and the renewed 
prospect of Scottish inde- 
pendence (see page 16). 
One of the most immediate 
questions concerns the three 


g Frida gros 


THERESA MAY faces division over Brexit within the Tory party—and opposition from bosses too 


million EU citizens in Britain. 

May refuses to guarantee 
their rights, cynically using 
them as a bargaining chip in 
EU negotiations and as scape- 
goats at home. 

But there is resistance at 
all levels of society—from 
ordinary people right up to 
the top. 

Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) groups across 


Britain were set to protest 
for EU nationals’ rights on 
Wednesday. 

Bosses whose profits rely 
on immigrants’ labour have 
lobbied the government. 

The Brexit department 
recommends keeping EU citi- 
zens’ rights intact, the Sunday 
Times revealed—despite a 
Tory manifesto pledge to cut 
their benefits. 


Meanwhile EU leaders 
marked the 60th anniversary 
of the Treaty of Rome that 
began European integration, 
saying it brought peace. 

In reality it allowed declin- 
ing empires to maintain their 
power. 

It pushes neoliberal poli- 
cies while attacking refugees 
(see right). 

Bosses need migration, but 


Keir Starmer’s ‘six tests’ give no left alternative 


THE LABOUR Party’s 
shadow Brexit minister 
Keir Starmer laid out the 
party’s “six tests” for the 
government’s final Brexit 
deal on Monday. 

His plan could give Labour 
MPs room to try and block 
Brexit in the future. 

The first two tests were 
about protecting big busi- 
nesses by staying in the single 
market and keeping free 
trade without tariffs. 

The sixth was that the 
devolved governments in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland have to have “confi- 
dence” in the deal. 

This means that the 
Scottish government and 
the Welsh Assembly could 
give Labour in parliament an 


excuse to oppose the deal. 

Starmer also said the deal 
had to protect workplace 
rights. But the EU never 
guaranteed these rights. 

And EU institutions that 
Starmer wants to keep, such 
as the single market, can 
threaten them. 

Starmer said the Tories 
must guarantee the rights 
of EU nationals to stay in 
Britain. But disgracefully 
he also called for “fair and 
effective management of 
migration”. 

He wants to make it harder 
for workers from outside 
Britain to live and work here. 

The Tories want a racist 
Brexit. Labour needs to offer 
an alternative, but Starmer 
gives none. 


Labour’s Keir Starmer wants ‘effective management of migration’ 
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they also need to keep auster- 
ity governments in office and 
workers’ resistance divided. 
Their interests are not ours. 

Instead of rallying behind 
our enemies, workers can 
take advantage of the Tories’ 
difficulties by fighting to 
shape Brexit around our own 
demands. 

This needs to start with a 
defence of migrants’ rights. 
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Borders 
kill more 
refugees 


AT LEAST 240 refugees 
and migrants are 
thought to have died 
after two boats capsized 
off the coast of Libya 
last week, according 

to a Spanish aid 
organisation. 

More people in lower 
quality boats are trying 
to reach Europe from 
North African countries 
after a European Union 
(EU) clampdown closed 
safer routes. 

Eleven Syrians, 
including five children, 
also drowned in the 


A refugee is rescued 


Aegean sea between 
Turkey and Greece. 

The EU has closed 
its land borders with 
Turkey, and EU and 
Nato guards patrol the 
Aegean. 

It signed a 
deportations-for-aid 
deal with Turkey and is 
trying to set up another 
with Libya. 

These policies drive 
desperate people to 
risk—and lose—their 
lives. 


Unite against racism—but 
not with Alastair Campbell 


TENS OF thousands of 
people marched in London 
last Saturday against 
Brexit. 

Some were there to 
defend the rights of EU 
migrants. And some who 
spoke to Socialist Worker 
seemed to understand that 
people voted to Leave out 
of anger at the system. 

But there was an 
unpleasant atmosphere on 
the march. Many marchers 
wrapped themselves 
in the union flag, while 
homemade placards 
insulted Leave voters. 

One block tried to lead 
a chant against racism, but 
few others joined in. 


Socialist Worker 
heard one marcher ina 
suit jacket mutter to his 
friend, “Don’t want to be 
associated with that lot” as 
he hurried past. 

Alastair Campbell, who 
invented the lies used to 
invade Iraq, spoke at the 
march. 

Other speakers included 
former Liberal Democrat 
leader Nick Clegg and 
current leader Tim Farron. 

However people voted 
in the referendum, they 
should unite against 
racism. But nobody should 
be fooled by Campbell, 
Clegg and Farron’s big 
business operation. 


